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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  1972. 
This  is  the  twenty- fourth  report  that  I  have  been  privileged 
to  prepare  with  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  is  probably 
the  last  annual  report  to  appear  in  its  present  form  which 
has  been  a  statutory  obligation  of  your  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  since  the  formation  of  the  respective  District  Councils. 
The  main  body  of  the  report  gives  an  account  of  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Departments  of  the  District  Councils, 
information  of  the  personal  health  and  welfare  services  of 
the  County  Council  being  appended  as  a  supplement.  The 
sections  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Area  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been 
compiled  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  reviews  their 
work  throughout  the  year,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing 
Managers  for  the  details  of  the  progress  in  housing  in  their 
respective  Districts. 

High  standards  of  health  were  maintained  in  each 
District  throughout  the  year,  the  vital  statistics  comparing 
favourably  with  previous  years  and  the  national  rates. 

Recent  returns  indicate  that  the  increase  in  births  within 
the  Hatfield  Rural  District  during  1972  was  but  a  temporary 
pause  in  the  general  trend  of  declining  births  which  has 
continued  for  the  past  five  years.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  in  each  District  remained  at  a  satisfactory  level. 
Examination  of  the  causes  of  death  shews  a  marked  rise  in 
the  number  of  deaths  due  to  coronary  heart  disease  and 
cerebral  vascular  defects  (strokes)  and  that  the  steady 
rise  in  cancer  deaths  continues,  the  result  of  the  increasing 
age  of  the  populatijn  and  more  deaths  attributed  to  lung 
cancer.  Loss  of  life  from  road  traffic  and  other  accidents 
(22)  shewed  only  a  slight  decline  from  previous  years. 

The  complete  absence  of  major  infectious  disease  and 
indeed  the  almost  complete  eradication  of  all  communicable 
diseases  reflects  the  high  levels  of  protection  achieved 
by  the  immunisation  and  vaccination  schemes.  For  the  first 
time  since  whooping  cough  was  made  notifiable  in  1940,  no 
notifications  of  the  disease  were  received  in  the  three 
Districts.  No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  and  no 
gastro  enteritis  apart  from  a  few  residents  returning  from 
holidays  abroad  with  enteritis.  There  were  no  instances  of 
enteric  fever  or  cholera  reported  among  those  returning  from 
holiday  or  among  immigrants  taking  up  residence  in  the 
Districts.  Notifications  of  infective  jaundice  (4) 
remained  low. 
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The  report  on  the  investigation  into  the  possibility 
of  atmospheric  pollution  with  lead  in  Welwyn  Garden  City 
during  1972  is  given  in  the  first  part  of  this  report. 

The  blood  lead  levels  of  young  children  living  in  close 
proximity  to  the  premises  of  the  British  Lead  Mills  where 
the  smelting  and  rolling  of  lead  has  been  carried  out  for 
many  years,  were  estimated  for  comparison  with  the  blood 
lead  levels  in  children  of  the  employees  of  lead  smelting 
factories  in  the  town  and  also  with  a  larger  sample  of 
children  from  all  parts  of  the  town.  The  survey  disclosed 
that  some  of  the  children  of  employees  of  the  British  Lead 
Mills  had  unacceptably  high  blood  lead  levels  although  no 
clinical  evidence  of  lead  poisoning  could  be  found  on  full 
examination o  The  levels  of  children  living  near  the  lead 
works  we re  only  slightly  raised  or  at  normal  level.  Prompt 
measures  were  taken  by  the  management  of  the  Lead  Mills  to 
ensure  better  observance  by  the  employees  of  the  precautions 
against  contamination  of  the  home  and  members  of  their 
families  on  leaving  the  factory.  Attention  was  also  given 
to  the  cleanliness  and  orderliness  of  the  working  areas  in 
the  factory.  The  residents  of  the  town  are  rightly 
concerned  at  the  possible  hazard  to  health  of  slightly 
raised  lead  intake  over  a  number  of  years.  A  careful  watch 
must  clearly  be  maintained  on  the  families  of  employees  of 
lead  smelting  works  of  the  discharge  into  the  atmosphere 
from  such  factories,  but  so  far  there  is  no  evidence  of 
hazard  to  the  health  of  the  ordinary  resident  of  the  town 
including  families  living  near  the  lead  works. 

Communication  with  the  public  about  health  is  much 
more  difficult  than  communication  about  disease,  for  most 
people  are  more  interested  in  cure  than  in  prevention  of 
illness*  A  basic  cause  of  this  difficulty  is  the 
undeniable  fact  that  the  means  of  preventing  disease  which 
are  under  an  individuate  control  consist  largely  of  forsaking 
bad  habits  which  many  people  enjoy,  eog0  cigarette  smoking, 
drinking  and  over  eating  or  involve  him  in  conscious 
effort  e.g.  regular  exercise  and  the  simple  daily  health 
routines o  The  purpose  of  communication  is  to  promote 
awareness  of  personal  health  options  and  provide  the 
information  and  stimulus  for  the  individual  to  come  to  a 
decision  which  will  result  in  a  lasting  change  in  his 
attitude  and  behaviour.  As  an  exercise  in  communication 
the  Mid  Herts  Smoking  Project  studies  the  prevalence 
beliefs  and  attitudes  of  selected  groups  to  smoking  for  a 
six  months  period  through  the  Winter  of  1971/2.  The  two 
main  avenues  of  enquiry  were  to  pupils  in  secondary  schools 
throughout  Mid  Herts  and  the  Avdel  Smoking  Project.  This 
was  the  first  occasion  that  such  an  enquiry  had  been  mounted 
in  a  large  industrial  concern  and  I  am  grateful  to  the 
management  for  their  interest  and  support.  The  principal 
findings  in  these  two  surveys  are  given  in  the  section  on  the 
personal  health  services. 
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Exactly  twenty  five  years  after  the  inception  of  the 
National  Health  Service,  the  N.H.S,  Reorganisation  Bill 
received  the  Royal  Assent ,  The  new  Act  provides  for  an 
integrated  health  service  and  corrects  one  of  the  fundamental 
anomalies  of  the  Health  Service  which  the  original  legislators 
were  unable  to  avoid  if  they  were  to  obtain  the  goodwill  of 
the  professions  to  the  introduction  of  the  service ,  So  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  passes  into  history  with  an 
honourable  record  of  service  to  the  community  in  Local 
Government  over  the  past  130  years,  to  be  replaced  by  the 
specialist  in  community  medicine  who  will  advise  the 
District  Councils  in  environmental  health  matters  and 
participate  on  equal  terms  with  his  clinical  colleagues  in 
the  planning  management  and  integration  of  the  whole  range 
of  the  health  services. 

If  the  integrated  service  of  the  future  is  to  be 
effective  it  will  be  measured  largely  by  its  efficiency  in 
the  use  of  resources  resulting  in  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  health  care.  The  trained  community  physician  brings  to 
the  reorganised  health  service  his  expertise  in  thrfee  main 
capacities,  firstly  in  relating  disease  to  the  environment, 
secondly  in  the  management  and  administration  of  health 
services  and  lastly  but  perhaps  his  most  important  role  in 
coordinating  and  relating  the  varied  specialties  and 
provisions  within  the  N,HcS.,  to  the  community,  in  harmony 
with  the  services  provided  by  local  government  departments 
and  the  voluntary  agencies. 

Looking  back  over  the  first  twenty  five  years  of 
our  National  Health  Service  we  recall  with  what  high  hopes 
and  enthusiasm  we  embarked  on  the  comprehensive  scheme  to 
bring  improved  health  and  the  treatment  of  disease  more  readily 
available  to  the  whole  nation.  Have  these  high  hopes  been 
realised  and  by  what  yardstick  can  we  best  measure  the  success 
or  failure  of  the  service?  Certainly  the  curative  services 
both  the  primary  medical  care  through  general  practitioners 
and  the  specialist  provisions  in  the  hospitals  have  been 
readily  and  generally  provided  for  the  public  in  spite  of 
shortages  of  medical  and  nursing  staff  and  the  budget 
limitations  on  the  modernisation  of  hospitals.  Group  general 
practice  with  nursing  and  social  work  support  enables  the 
practitioner  to  organise  his  work  and  to  use  his  skills  more 
efficiently  and  will  undoubtedly  extend  although  there  are 
some  who  wonder  whether  the  professional  relationship  between 
doctor  and  patient  is  not  suffering  in  the  process. 

The  first  phase  of  the  N0H0S,  has  seen  the  tremendous 
improvements  to  health  resulting  from  developments  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  covering  the  whole  range  of  medical 
treatment,  hastening  the  curative  processes  and  ameliorating 
chronic  illness  and  in  total  of  enormous  benefit  in  terms  of 
reduction  of  human  suffering  and  the  efficiency  and  economy 
of  the  country o  This  period  has  also  seen  the  great  changes 
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in  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  mentally  ill  and 
mentally  handicapped  with  the  large  Edwardian  institutions 
being  replaced  by  smaller  and  more  efficient  treatment 
units  and  day  hospitals,  the  majority  of  the  patients 
returning  to  live  in  the  community  aided  by  the  newer 
forms  of  treatment  available. 

Certainly  in  the  control  of  the  common  infectious 
diseases  we  have  largely  achieved  our  goal  and  the  public 
now  accept  the  need  for  primary  immunisation  and  vaccination 
of  children.  The  introduction  of  the  computerised  system 
of  regular  reminders  to  mothers  about  the  programme  of  child 
immunisation  has  enabled  us  to  achieve  higher  levels  of 
acceptance  than  formerly.  The  child  health  services  have 
been  strengthened  with  the  introduction  of  child  development 
screening  tests  and  earlier  attention  to  the  needs  of 
handicapped  children. 

Many  of  the  changes  since  the  inception  of  the 
N.H.S.  have  been  the  result  of  social  changes  and  altered 
disease  patterns  so  that  we  find  more  attention  needed  for 
the  care  of  stress  diseases  e0g.  mental  depression, 
coronary  heart  disease  and  the  allergic  disorders  and  also 
for  the  degenerative  ailments  and  accidents  of  the  elderly. 

The  general  public  is  now  far  more  aware  and 
concerned  about  matters  of  environmental  pollution  the 
results  of  a  steady  process  of  education  over  the  years. 

On  watching  old  films  shewn  on  the  television  screen  today 
one  sees  almost  every  actor  smoking  a  cigarette,  seemingly 
an  essential  part  of  the  role  for  the  smart  man  or  girl  at 
the  time  the  film  was  produced  but  to  a  degree  which  would 
be  quite  unacceptable  in  a  presentation  today.  Thus  we 
can  note  the  real  change  in  public  attitude  to  this  aspect 
of  pollution  which  can  be  matched  by  more  acute  general 
concern  over  the  whole  range  of  pollution  and  the  hazards 
arising  from  the  use  of  toxic  chemicals  in  agriculture  and 
industry.  How  far  the  improvements  in  health  during  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century  are  due  to  the  N.H.S.  or  would 
have  occurred  in  any  case  as  a  result  of  piece  meal 
provision,  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  the  National  Service 
undoubtedly  provides  a  sound  administrative  framework  for 
steady  progress  to  be  maintained  in  so  many  related  fields 
and  at  a  total  cost  which  compares  favourably*  with  other 
countries  in  Europe.  Only  time  will  tell  whether  equally 
spectacular  advances  can  be  achieved  in  the  next  phase 
using  the  resources  available  to  their  best  efficiency. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  co-operation  and  assistance  given  by  the  Clerk  and 
other  Officers  of  the  respective  District  Councils,  and 
especially  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  who  have  helped 
me  by  carrying  out  much  detailed  work  in  addition  to  their 
routine  duties c 


July,  1973. 


G.  R.  TAYLOR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


4 


WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1972. 


**************** 


5 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


G.R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S., 


L.R. C.P. ,  D.P. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


iS.P.  RIGBY,  M.B.E., 


M • B « ,  B.S.,  D ,  P .  H , , 


D.T.M.  &  H. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

L.  GARDINER,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

D.H.  RATLIFF,  Cert.  P.H.I.B.B. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

D.R.  CAULFIELD,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Left  30th  September,  1972) 

D.H.  FENTON,  M.R.3.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Commenced  1st  January,  1973) 

Public  Health  Assistant 
T.D.E,  TRSVIS 


Clerks: 

Mrs.  D.L.  JALLACE 
A.  A,  W.  CALLABY 


/ELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  •  •  •  •  * « . «  ••••  4 , 231 
Population  (mid  year  1972  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  40,570 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1973  ••  . ...  12,916 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1973  ....  £3,718,115 
Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1972/73  ....  ....  _  £36,283 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  319 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  485 

Rate  per  1,000  population  12*0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  8.0 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  10.0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  490 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  7 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  l4,0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  11.0 

Illegitimate  "  "  "  ’’  Illegitimate  "  "  53.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  10.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  10*0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  20.0 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 
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Population 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  in 
Mid  1972  was  40,570,  an  increase  of  180  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 


Births 


The  steady  decline  in  the  number  of  births  continues 
(485)  due  to  increased  knowledge  of  family  planning  and  a  decline 
in  the  number  of  women  of  child  bearing  age* 


Deaths 


The  table  below  gives  the  causes  of  death  throughout 
the  year  given  by  the  Registrar  General.  As  usual  the 
main  conditions  are  those  particularly  affecting  the  aged 
namely  heart  disease,  cerebral  vascular  accident  (strokes)  and 
cancer.  Deaths  from  cancer  (71 )  continue  to  increase  with 
20  deaths  from  lung  cancer  largely  due  to  excessive  cigarette 
smoking*  The  only  other  significant  returns  v/ere  4  deaths 
from  road  traffic  accidents  and  a  total  of  82  deaths  from 
coronary  heart  disease  (44  male,  38  female)  the  highest  figure 
recorded  for  the  town.  Four  deaths  from  suicide  and  self- 
inflicted  injuries  were  reported. 


Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

Leukaemia 

Diabetes 

Nephritis 

Congenital  Malformation 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach  etc* 

Pregnancy 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
Other  defined  causes 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Ave.past 
five  years 

49 

46 

95 

78 

7 

3 

10 

11 

36 

35 

71 

63 

29 

39 

68 

44 

9 

8 

17 

13 

11 

6 

17 

17 

9 

3 

12 

9 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

- 

— 

- 

an 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

14 

20 

18 

160 

159 

319 

Deaths  from  Cancer;  Total  71 

Respiratory  tract  -  20  Alimentary  tract  and  liver 

Breast  -  11  Uterus  -  Nil  Unclassified 


20 

20 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates 


The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates 
and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1968  with  the  corresponding 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  for  1972. 


The  standardised  birth  rate  for  the  town  (12„5)  continues  to 
be  below  the  National  and  County  rate,  while  the  infant  mortality  rate 
(l4.0)  continues  at  the  average  rate  for  the  past  few  years. 
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Infant  Mortality 


The  ages  and  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


1 

10 

12 

1 

3 

3 

10 


Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  death 

hour 

M 

Congenital  abnormality 

hours 

F 

Prematurity 

hours 

M 

Prematurity 

day 

F 

Prematurity 

days 

M 

Cardiac  arrest  -  Prematurity 

months 

M 

Sudden  death  in  infancy 

months 

M 

Sudden  death  in  infancy 

There  is  not  much  upon  which  to  comment  in  this  table 
apart  from  noting  the  two  deaths  recorded  as  sudden  death  in 
infancy  (cot  deaths)  the  causes  of  which  are  not  fully  understood 
but  which  have  been  receiving  careful  study  in  all  paediatric 
centres  over  the  past  five  years .  These  deaths  are  very 
distressing  to  the  parents  of  the  children  for  they  occur  in 
older  infants  when  one  would  expect  that  the  hazards  of  early  infant 
life  are  passed. 


10 


Statistical  Comparisons 

The  table  set  out  below  chews  how  the  population 
of  Welwyn  Garden  City  has  grown  over  the  past  forty  years, 
and  provides  for  comparison  some  statistical  rates 
calculated  over  this  period.  It  vn.ll  be  seen  that  tho 
birth  rate  remained  remarkably  constant  for  the  first 
30  years  but  was  subject  to  a  considerable  fall  by  1972. 

The  crude  death  rate  has  remained  very  constant  which 
suggests  that  the  composition  of  the  population  has  not 
varied  all  that  much.  The  infant  Mortality  rate  dropped 
heavily  after  19**2  but  has  been  subject  to  only  very  slight 
reduction  since  1952.  The  stillbirth  rate  shews  no  clear 
upward  or  downward  trend. 


Population  figures  and  various  statistical  rates  1^2  -72 


1932 

1942 

1992 

1962 

1972 

Population 

8,982 

18,060 

19,190 

38,860 

40,370 

Birth  Rate 

19.10 

1?s44 

16.90 

20,90 

12.00 

Crude  Death  Rate 

6.30 

7.25 

6.3  0 

VJl 

C F\ 
O 

7.90 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate 

46,0 

48,4 

13.3 

14,3 

14,0 

Stillbirth  Rate 

5.60 

19.03 

9.13 

17.70 

10,00 

Cor  '  ?’•’  >r.-i  of  r-r. 

p  v*  rt.'? '  1 3  £»  c* 

of  death 

The  table  which  follows  gives  the  death  rates  per 
1,000  of  the  population  for  the  main  causes  of  death  over 
the  past  40  years. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  -  mai 

n  c  a  as 

es  01 

death 

1932 

1942 

19^2 

Mi 

1222 

Heart  Disease 

0.78 

1,13 

1,62 

1  .60 

2.34 

Cancer 

1.11 

1.40 

1.31 

1.29 

1.75 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
and  Thrombosis 

Nil 

0.49 

0.89 

0.46 

1.68 

Accidental  Deaths 

0.01 

0.33 

0,l6 

0.39 

0,30 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0.32 

0,33 

0.03 

Nil 

Nil 

Non -I  ulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

0.78 

0.08 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  and  cerebral 
vascular  accidents  shews  a  gradual  rise  due  to  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  really  elderly  residents  but  the  steeper 
rise  in  deaths  from  heart  disease  reflects  not  only  this 
increase  but  also  the  sharp  -ise  in  deaths  from  coronary 
heart  disease. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  during  the  year  :» 


Scarlet  Fever 

4 

(2) 

Meningitis 

4 

(1) 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

(13) 

Diphtheria 

- 

(-) 

Measles 

21 

(25) 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

(-) 

Dysentery 

- 

(1) 

Infective  Jaundice 

3 

(1) 

Food  Poisoning  1  (l) 

(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1971) 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  downward  trend  in  the 
notifications  of  infectious  diseases  continued  during  1972 
during  which  year  33  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  as  opposed  to  44  in  1971®  Measles  continued  at 
a  low  level a  The  only  notifications  of  any  significance 
were  the  four  cases  of  meningitis  all  of  whom  made  a 
satisfactory  recovery.  Below  are  set  out  the 
notifications  of  the  more  important  or  more  prevalent 
infectious  diseases  over  the  past  forty  years  expressed  as 
rates  per  1/100  of  the  population.  It  will  be  noted  that 
the  rates  have  fallen  to  the  point  of  complete  disappearance 
or  nearly  soc 


1932 

19^2 

125S 

1962 

1972 

Measles 

N.N 

1.55 

J  C  >  ( 

8.93 

0.52 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.89 

0,66 

0  o  83 

0,51 

0.10 

'Whooping  Cough 

N.N 

9*36 

3031* 

0,08 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0.11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

N.N 

Diphtheria 

1.22 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

N.N. 

— 

Not  no 

tif fable 

Tuberculosis 

A  total  of  2  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
1  non-pulmonary  were  reported  during  the  year,  two  men 
aged  31  and  64  and  one  women  aged  15 « 

The  table  below  shews  how  tuberculosis,  whether 
pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  has  changed  from  being  a 
relatively  common  disease,  in  1932  the  commonest  of  all 
notifiable  diseases,  to  a  very  rare  onee 

Rates  for  notified  Tuberculosis  per  I,, 000  of  the  population 


1932 

19*+2 

1952 

1,9.62 

1972 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 .34 

1.50 

1  e  09 

Oo49 

0,05 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Ooll 

0.33 

0.16 

0o05 

0.02 

School  children  during  the  first  year  at  secondary 
schools  received  as  usual  a  routine  inoculation  of  B.C.G, 

922  children  were  inoculated  in  schools  in  Welwyn  Garden  City 
during  the  year. 
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Housing 


The  Council® s  programme  of  modernising  pre-war 
properties  has  continued  steadily.  Work  v/as  completed 
during  1972  on  Housing  Scheme  No *4,  which  comprised  some 
200  houses,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  £220,000  and  work 
commenced  on  Housing  Scheme  Noe5,  comprising  100  houses, 
the  cost  of  which  will  be  approximately  £135*000  and  this 
scheme  should  be  completed  in  August  1973* 

Demolition  of  the  old  properties  in  Guessens  Road 
and  Lanefield  Walk  was  completed  during  the  year  and 
negotiations  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  site  actively 
pursued. 


87  properties  were  handed  over  and  let  on  the 
Council’s  new  Fanshanger  estate. 

The  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  residential 
qualifying  period  required  for  an  applicant  on  the  waiting 
list  and  was  pleased  to  be  able  to  reduce  the  period  from 
three  years  to  one  year  in  the  case  of  elderly  persons 
over  the  age  of  60  years,  this  assisting  greatly  with 
the  needs  of  elderly  persons. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the 
following  details  of  the  Council’s  housing  progress 

As  at  As  at 
31.12.71  31.12.72 


Number 

of  houses  owned  by  the  Council 

3,017 

3,061 

Number 

of  garages  owned  by  the  Council 

969 

1,005 

Nunber  of  families  housed  during  the  year 

Position  of  Applicant  Register:- 

134 

205 

Priority  Grades 

318 

31 4 

Non-priority  Grades 

248 

270 

Engaged  Couples 

277 

309 

The  special  needs  of  the  elderly  and  handicapped  are 
kept  constantly  under  review  in  co-operation  with  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Department  to  arrange  for  adaptations  to  meet 
specific  cases  of  disablement  and  infirmity.  Increasing 
attention  is  given  to  this  aspect  of  housing  management  as  a 
result  of  the  implementation  of  the  Disabled  and  Handicapped 
Persons  Act  and  the  increasing  of  requests  received  from 
both  tenants,  Social  Service  Department  and  voluntary  agencies 
for  the  elderly  and  handicapped. 
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Mr.  J,0.  Restall  has  kindly  sent  me  the  following 
details  of  the  Commission  for  the  New  Town0  s  housing 
progress  during  the  year 

’’During  the  year  under  review  a  total  of  59  properties 
were  made  available  to  Urban  District  Council  nominees 
under  the  Commission’s  ratio  agreement,  the  total  being  of 
considerable  benefit  to  applicants  on  the  Urban  District 
Council’s  housing  waiting  list*  The  current  waiting 
period  of  key  workers  now  stands  at  about  nine  months 
from  the  date  of  acceptance  onto  the  Commission's  waiting 
list  and  should  the  existing  low  turnover  of  properties 
continue,  this  waiting  period  may  well  increase  considerably . 

There were  24  Warden  controlled  flats  completed  at 
Springfield  House  during  1972  and  further  blocks  under 
construction  at  Ludwick  Way  and  Cole  Green  Lane  are 
scheduled  for  completion  during  1975® 

The  response  from  tenants  requesting  the  installation 
of  improved  heating  appliances  under  the  Commission’s 
Optional  Improved  Heating  scheme  is  still  good  and  over  700 
Commission  tenants  have  taken  advantage  of  the  offer  to 
purchase  their  houses  as  sitting  tenants 0 

Further  vehicle  hardstanding  schemes  were  introduced 
on  a  voluntary  basis  in  certain  residential  areas  which 
have  considerably  eased  the  congestion  caused  by  car  parking. 

Up  to  31st  March  1973,  a  total  of  895  tenants  were 
granted  a  rent  rebate  out  of  1,795  applications  received. 
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Environmental  Pollution  with  Lead  in  Welwyn  Garden  City 


Following  consultation  with  Dr.  A.E.  Martin  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  in  January  1972, 
an  epidemiological  investigation  was  undertaken  into  the 
blood  lead  levels  of  young  children  from  families  living  in 
close  proximity  to  the  factory  of  the  British  Lead  Mills 
in  Peartree  Lane.  In  order  to  conform  with  similar 
investigations  being  undertaken  in  other  centres  in  the 
country  where  lead  smelting  plants  are  in  operation  it  was 
decided  to  investigate  three  categories  of  childrens 

(a)  From  families  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  British  Lead  Mills,  in  Peartree  Lane, 

Ravenfield  Road,  Hyde  Way  and  Ludwick  Way. 

(b)  Children  of  employees  of  the  factory. 

(c)  Children  from  representative  families  living 
in  all  parts  of  the  town. 

Dr.  Be  Clayton  of  the  Department  of  Biochemistry 
at  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street 
kindly  agreed  to  undertake  the  micro-estimations  and  it 
was  decided  to  include  children  up  to  six  years  of  age  in 
the  samples o 


The  following  table  summarises  the  main  findings 
in  this  investigation  : 

Koo  of  Mean  Blood  No.  above  Highest 
Children  Lead  40  mgms/  Level 


General 

Survey 

Residents  in 
close  vicinity 
of  Lead  Mills 

Children  of 
Employees  of 
Lead  Mills 

Children  of 
Employees  of  Bourne 
Chemicals  Ltd* 


mgms/100  ml. 

100  mlo 

mgms/ 

95 

28,7 

8 

52 

25 

30.1 

5 

46 

12 

43.8 

7 

78 

10 

21.5 

34 

The  general  survey  of  the  town  included  four 
children  known  to  have  a  high  risk  as  three  of  them  were 
children  of  past  or  present  employees  of  the  British  Lead 
Mills  and  one  lived  near  to  the  British  Lead  Mills  in 
Ravenfield  Road.  If  these  four  children  are  excluded  from 
the  general  survey  a  total  of  91  children  not  known  to  be  at 
special  risk  had  a  mean  blood  lead  level  of  27 0d 
micrograms/100  ml. 
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Significance  of  the  Blood  Lead  Levels 


Recent  limited  surveys  of  young  children  in  British 
towns  shew  mean  blood  lead  levels  between  22  and  27 
micrograms/ 100  ml.  with  a  range  from  15  to  40  micrograms . 

The  threshold  level  for  potential  clinical  poisoning  is 
difficult  to  assess  as  blood  lead  levels  in  children  shew 
substantial  short-term  fluctuations.  Levels  in  the  range 
57  -  50  micrograras  are  now  regarded  as  undesirable  and  may 
over  a  long  period  be  associated  with  clinical  symptoms  of 
poisoning.  Levels  above  80  micrograms/100  ml.  indicate 
that  lead  encephalopathy  is  imminent. 

The  main  concern  was  felt  at  the  relatively  high 
blood  lead  levels  of  the  children  of  employees  and  staff  of 
the  British  Lead  Mills.  Those  with  levels  above 
45  micrograms  were  carefully  examined  at  their  homes  but  no 
clinical  evidence  of  ill  health  or  signs  of  toxic  effects 
from  their  high  lead  intake  could  be  found.  With  the 
approval  of  the  medical  practitioner  the  young  boy  of  two 
years  of  age  with  the  blood  lead  level  of  66  micrograms 
was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children*  Great  Ormond 
Street  for  repeat  blood  lead  estimation,  full  clinical 
examination  and  to  withdraw  him  from  the  harmful  home 
environment.  The  hospital  reported  a  blood  lead  level 
of  78  micrograms  which  fell  to  54  micrograms  on  discharge 
from  hospital  ten  days  later.  No  clinical  or 
radiological  evidence  of  toxic  effects  from  his  high  lead 
intake  was  found  and  he  has  remained  in  good  health. 

Careful  inspection  of  the  homes  of  the  three  families 
where  children  had  blood  lead  levels  above  50  micrograms 
failed  to  disclose  any  obvious  local  source  for  the  high 
lead  intake.  It  was  noticed  that  these  families  did  not 
possess  an  electric  vacuum  cleaner  for  the  carpets*  although 
the  homes  were  clean  and  well  maintained,  the  living  room 
carpets  being  brushed  regularly.  Camples  of  dust  obtained 
from  the  living  room  carpets  in  these  homes  by  vacuum  cleaner 
and  examined  at  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  shewed 
2.0  -  2.2  per  cent  of  lead  in  the  dust  and  1.5  per  cent  in 
the  fluff  presumably  deposited  from  the  shoes  and  clothing 
of  the  husbands  returning  from  their  work  at  the  Lead  Mills. 

The  results  of  the  blood  lead  samples  and  enquiries 
in  the  homes  were  discussed  with  Dr.  Trevarthen  the  Works 
Medical  Officer  and  Mr.  Plumer  the  Works  Director  who  drew 
the  attention  of  the  management  to  my  concern  at  the  evidence 
of  contamination  of  the  homes  of  some  of  the  employees  with 
lead.  Attention  was  drawn  to  the  need  for  higher  standards 
of  orderliness  and  cleanliness  of  the  factory  buildings,  yards 
and  runways,  the  resurfacing  of  runways  and  stricter  attention 
to  the  hosing  down  of  these  areas.  The  need  for  strict 
attention  by  all  employees  to  the  factory  rules  for  the 
changing  of  shoes  and  clothing,  the  wearing  of  protective 
clothing  at  work  and  the  regular  washing  and  renewal  of  these 
working  clothes  as  well  as  strict  attention  to  the  use  of  the 
washing  facilities  and  showers  at  the  works  before  returning 
home  was  also  emphasised. 


16 


A  detailed  report  on  these  findings  has  been  prepared 
for  Dr.  Martin  for  inclusion  in  his  survey  of  all  areas  in  the 
country  at  high  risk  from  lead  pollution.  In  Welwyn  Garden 
City  studies  will  continue  particularly  to  ensure  that  the 
better  observance  of  precautions  against  contamination  of 
employees  at  the  British  Lead  Mills  have  overcome  the  hazard 
of  lead  dust  being  carried  into  the  home  on  shoes  and  clothing. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  ARM 


1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company 
has  provided  monthly  reports  regarding  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied 


to  this  district® 

The  1972 

figures  are  tabulated 

belows- 

Month 

obtained 

Total 

Samples 

Examined 

Bacteriologically 

Examined 

Chemically 

1972 

January 

13 

12 

1 

February 

14 

14 

- 

March 

12 

12 

- 

April 

13 

12 

1 

May 

15 

15 

- 

June 

13 

12 

1 

July 

11 

11 

- 

August 

13 

13 

- 

September 

16 

15 

1 

October 

13 

13 

- 

November 

15 

15 

- 

December 

15 

15 

- 

183 

159 

4 

All  the  samples  were  considered  to  conform  to  the  standards  of 
purity  suitable  for  public  supply® 

General 


Every  dwelling  in  the  area  has  a  direct  supply  piped  from  the 
public  mains,  and  the  water  supply  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  in 
both  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year® 

Fifty=four  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to 
investigate  complaints  of  various  kinds  about  the  water  supply  but 
nothing  which  adversely  affected  the  town  as  a  whole  was  found ® 


2®  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  town  is  served  on  a  separate  system®  Foul  sewage  is  gathered 
by  tributory  sewers  and  by  means  of  gravity  or  through  one  of  the  five 
pumping  stations  and  is  discharged  via  the  Mimram  Valley  Outfall  sewer 
to  the  Middle  Lea  Regional  Works  at  Ryemeads® 
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Rivers  and  Streams 


A  portion  of  the  River  Mimram  (approximately  one  mile)  runs  through 
the  northern  part  of  the  district,  and  a  portion  of  the  River  Lea  (approx¬ 
imately  half-a-mile)  runs  through  the  southern  part  of  the  district. 

Lakes  were  formed  on  either  side  of  Stanborough  Lane  during  1970 
providing  an  expanse  of  approximately  twenty-nine  acres  for  boating  and 
sailing  purposes. 


3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

With  the  exception  of  one  cottage,  situated  on  the  north-western 
boundary  of  the  district,  all  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water 
carriage  system.  There  are  no  sewers  in  the  vicinity  of  this  cottage. 


4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  motor  vehicles  by  the 
Council's  staff.  The  refuse  is  taken  to  the  Tip  at  Cole 
Green  Lane  owned  by  Inns  &  Co.  Ltd. 

(b)  Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  mechanical  sweepers 
supplemented  by  manual  sweeping  as  necessary « 

(c)  Gully  Cleansings- 

All  gullies  for  which  the  Council  is  responsible  are  emptied 
and  flushed  three  times  a  year  by  Contract  Gully  Cleansing  Ltd. 
who  have  a  contract  with  the  Council  for  this  purpose. 

(d)  Dustbins s- 

The  provision  of  galvanised  iron  dustbins  is  enforced  under 
Section  64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council 
Act,  1932.  Notifications  of  defective  bins  are  passed  to  the 
Health  Department  by  the  refuse  collectors  and  the  owner  of 
the  premises  is  required  to  provide  the  necessary  replacement 
bin. 


5.  SHOPS 

Routine  inspections  of  shops  continued  throughout  the  year,  and 
twenty-four  Informal  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  minor  infringe¬ 
ments  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  Shops  Act  legislation. 

An  application  for  six-day  trading  for  the  Town  Centre  shops  was 
received  late  in  the  year  and,  although  it  was  not  administratively 
possible  to  make  the  necessary  Orders  before  1973?  the  Town  Centre  shops 
are  no  longer  required  to  fix  an  early  closing  day  , 
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6o  THE  OFFICES ,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  total  number  of  premises  registered  with  this  Authority  at 
the  end  of  1972  was  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  more  than  six  thousand  and  three 
hundred  staff  are  employed  in  the  registered  premises  and  two-thirds 
of  these  are  office  workers. 

Visits  of  all  kinds  to  these  premises  totalled  four  hundred  and 
nineteen  and  the  types  of  infringements  found  and  dealt  with  are  shown 
as  follows 


14 

6 


Inadequate  first  aid  equipment 
Inadequate  washing  facilities 
Danger  or  obstruction 
Heating,  lighting  &  ventilation 
Lack  of  maintenance 
Others 


11 

6 


17 

2 


Twenty  accidents  caused  employees  to  be  away  from  work  for  more 
than  three  days,  and  investigations  into  the  cause  of  the  accident 
were  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  staff  in  eight  cases. 
Recommendations  to  improve  conditions  and  reduce  the  hazard  were  made 
where  necessary. 
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7.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during 
the  year  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Factories  (  with  mechanical  power) 
Factories  (without  mechanical  power)  s 

t 

Licensed  premises  ; 

Surveys  and  visits  for  Rodent  Control  s 

Shops  • 

Insect  Pests  (other  than  bed  bugs)  s 

Schools  g 

Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratories  ; 

Dwelling  Houses  (under  Housing  Acts)  s 

Inspections  or  Visits  re: 

Drainage  s 

.  Infectious  Disease  i 

Council  Property  (other  than  houses)  : 

Noise  : 

Water  Supply  : 

Dustbins  &  accumulations  of  refuse  : 

Destruction  of  bed  bugs  : 

Miscellaneous  visits  t 


265 

3 

70 

90 

723 

147 

22 

18 

39 

310 

127 

9 

354 

54 

273 

8 

279 


Number  of  Notices  :  6l 

(These  Notices  were  all  complied  with) 


8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT  AND  AIR  POLLUTION 

Smoke  observations  made  :  269 

Smoke  nuisance  or  contraventions  t  10 

Air  pollution  observations  ;  266 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  were  varied  and  included 
sawdust,  grit,  sooty  smuts  and  chemical  odours,  but  it  is  still  true 
to  state  that  the  atmosphere  in  the  Town  is  generally  free  from 
noticeable  pollutants  and  that  the  work  carried  out  by  a  number  of 
industrial  concerns  has  contributed  to  the  considerable  improvement 
in  the  last  two  years » 
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9o  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 


Two  dwellings  were  treated  for  infestation  during  the  year. 


10.  HOUSING 

Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  years- 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  visits  made  for  this  purpose 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to 

be  fit  or  in  which  defects  were  found 


11.  NOISE  ABATEMENT 

Once  again  I  have  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
complaints  about  noise  and  vibration. 

The  misery  and  sleepless  nights  suffered  by  some  residents 
fully  justifies  the  amount  of  time  put  into  the  reduction  of  this 
unwanted  sound  and  although  many  of  the  observations  have  to  be 
taken  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,when  traffic  is  slight, 
the  Inspectors  have  given  their  time  ungrudgingly  in  this  cause. 

Industrial  sources  are  not  wholly  to  blame  for  noise  complaints. 
During  1972  commercial  premises  and  building  contractors  featured 
noticeably  in  the  complaints,  but  the  abatement  of  these  scattered 
nuisances  did  not  usually  require  the  considerable  outlay  incurred 
by  certain  industrialists  who  have  had  to  instal  air-splitters  and 
also  construct  complete  buildings  to  encase  the  noisy  equipment. 


§  306 
s  558 

:  104 
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INSFECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1,  MILK 

(i)  Biological  Examinations 


The  County  Council  obtains  samples  of  raw  milk  from  Tuberculin 
tested  and  non-designated  herds  and  has  them  examined  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus,  No  report  of  the  presence 
of  either  of  these  organisms  was  received  during  1972. 

(ii)  Milk  Sampling 

Seventy-two  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  during  the  year  for 
testing  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  The  samples  were  obtained 
from  delivery  vehicles  and  shops. 

No. of 

Type  of  milk  samples  samples 


Pasteurised  Milk 

• 

o 

27 

Pasteurised  and  Homogenised 

o 

o 

12 

Pasteurised  Channel  Island  Milk 

e 

o 

20 

Sterilised  Milk 

0 

o 

11 

Ultra  Heat  Treated 

o 

o 

2 

72 

Three  samples  failed  on  test  and  enquiries  were  made  into  these 
failures  with  the  Dairy  concerned. 


2.  ICE  CREAM  AND  SIMILAR  PRODUCTS 

Seventy-three  samples  of  ice  cream  and  lollies  were  obtained 
during  the  year,  and  the  results  may  be  tabulated  as  follows 


Type  of  Ice  Cream 

Provisional  Grade 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Wrapped  Brickettes 

34 

1 

35 

Wrapped  Choc-bars 

8 

- 

8 

Iced  Cream  Lollies 

6 

- 

6 

Soft  or  loose  Ice  Cream 

20 

2 

22 

Fruit  Lollies 

2 

— 

2 

9® 

k% 

10($ 
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3.  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  (Excluding  Milk) 


The  amount  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  3 $055  lbs®  made  up  as  follows :- 

(i)  Uncooked  Food  lbs. 

Meat  %  400 

Bread  &  Biscuits  :  99 

Fish  %  101 

Dairy  Products  s  565 

(ii)  Frozen  Foods  (due  to  refrigerator  breakdown) 
Vegetables  s  211 

Fish  s  839 

Meat  :  45 

Ice  Cream  Sr  Lollies  110 

Poultry  s  11 

Miscellaneous  :  258 

(iii)  Food  in  containers 

Meat  %  268 

Fruit  :  148 


4.  LABORATORY  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examination  of  food  are  carried  out 
on  behalf  of  the  Council,  as  occasion  requires,  at: 

(i)  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

Thresh  House, 

Verulam  Street, 

Gray 9 s  Inn  Road, 

London,  W.C.Io 

(ii)  Public  Analyst, 

20  East cheap, 

London,  E.C.3. 

(iii)  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital, 

Lewsey  Road, 

Luton. 

Bacteriological  examination  only  is  carried  out  at:- 

(iv)  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital, 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 
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5.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


The  provisions  of  this  Act,  concerning  adulteration,  are  administered 
by  the  County  Council.  Sixty-seven  samples  of  food  and  drugs  in  common 
use  were  obtained  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  during  the  year  by  Sampling  Officers 


of  the  County  Council.  The  following 
and  informal  samples  obtained. 


Milk  C.I. 

Milk  (Sterilised) 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk  C.I. 

Milk  (Homogenised) 

Milk  (Sterilised) 

Steak  8c  Kidney  Pie 
Minced  Steak  with  Gravy 
Tomato  Juice 
Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy 
Condensed  Soup 
Cheese  Spread 
Spaghetti  Sauce 
Cola 

Sweet  Golden  Pickle 
Pomegranate  Syrup 


Black  Cherries  in  Syrup 
Strawberry  Yoghurt 
Blackcurrant  Fool 
Canelloni 
Pepper  Sauce 
Cheese  Spread  with  Ham 
Luncheon  Sausage 
Pate  Truffle 
Meat  Marinade  Mix 

Sheeps  Tongues 

Tuna 

Sardines 


list  shows  the  results  of  the  formal 

Result 

i  Genuine 

.  tt 

.  tt 

tt 

.  M 

.  tt 

.  It 

•  tt 

.  tf 

.  Tt 

.  tt 

.  ft 

.  II 

.  It 

•  It 

o  tt 

:  Insignificant  proportion  of 

Pomegranate  juice,  therefore 
misdescribed.  Manufacturers 
will  change  name  auid  withdraw 
existing  stocks. 

;  Genuine 

o  tt 

© 

O  tt 

o 

•  tt 

0 

•  tt 

0 

.  tt 

0 

O  tl 

0 

.  tt 

:  Additional  ingredients  required 

(Vinegar  8c  Oil) ,  not  disclosed 
on  front  panel  of  label. 

:  Genuine 

.  it 

.  it 
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Sample  Result 

Evaporated  Milk  :  Genuine 

Asparagus  Tips  :  " 

Milk  (Long  Life)  ;  11 

Milk  :  " 

Milk  C.I.  :  " 

Milk  :  » 

Milk  :  ” 

Milk  :  " 

Milk  :  " 

Ox  Kidney  :  " 

Pigs  Heart  :  ” 

Mince  :  ” 

Tongue  Roll  :  ” 

Blurt wurtz  :  M 

Belgium  Salami  s  ” 

Pigs  Liver  :  M 

Lambs  Tongue  ;  ” 

Pigs  Kidney  t  ” 

Minced  Beef  c.  ” 

Ox  Tripe  s  ” 

Rabbit  :  " 

Lambs  Heart  %  " 

Mince  :  ” 

Dairy  Butter  :  " 

Pork  &  Beef  Skinless  Sausages  %  "  Meat  5 1% 

Pork  Sausage  t  ”  Meat  68% 

Mince  :  " 

Mince  :  ” 

Pork  Chipolatas  :  ”  Meat  69% 

Full  Strength  Liquer  Chocolates  :  M 

Le  Parfait  Pate  :  ” 

Liquers  :  ” 

Oranges  in  Syrup  ;  ” 

Mincemeat  :  ” 

Mincemeat  Scotch  Whisky  Flavour  :  u 

Pate  :  " 

Meat  Pate  :  " 

Meat  Pate  :  ” 
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6.  COMPLAINTS  BY  THE  GENERAL  PUBLIC  CONCERNING  FOOD 


Fifty  complaints  were  received  about  food  purchased  in  the  town. 


Nature  of  complaint 

Food  containing  foreign  matter 
Food  with  abnormal  taste  or  smell 
Food  mouldy  or  decomposing 
Others 


No.  of  complaints 


27 

7 

13 

3 


Each  case  was  investigated  and,  as  far  as  possible,  steps  were 
taken  which  would  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  complaints 0 

7.  VISITS  MADE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  CONTROLLING  FOOD 


Examination  of  meat  and  other  foods 
Food  sampling 
Sale  of  ice  cream 
Mobile  vehicles  selling  ice  cream 
Mobile  vehicles  selling  other  foods 
Laboratories  with  food  samples 


288 

87 

60 

40 

21 

5 


8o  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Satisfactory  provisions  have  been  made  in  all  the  food  premises  for 
hand  washing  and  the  washing  of  equipment  to  comply  with  Regulations  16 
and  19  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960o 

Lectures  to  food  handlers  form  an  important  part  of  the  Inspectors’ 
work,  and  every  opportunity  to  discuss  hygiene  in  any  of  the  food  trades 
has  been  takenD  Food  handlers  have  obviously  noted  the  continual  swabbing 
of  equipment  in  premises  and  take  some  pride  in  being  presented  with  the 
excellent  results  that  have  been  obtained  in  many  cases. 

Details  of  food  premises  and  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 
are  as  follows:- 


(Where  more  than  one  principal  trade  is  carried  on 
at  one  shop  each  such  trade  is  separately  recorded) 
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Trade 


No .  in  Town 


No.  of  visits  made 


Industrial  Canteens 

17 

14 

School  Canteens 

30 

34 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

19 

80 

Licensed  Premises 

19 

70 

Food  Manufacturers 

7 

280 

Butchers 

20 

198 

Fishmongers 

4 

87 

Grocers 

19 

203 

Greengrocers 

19 

142 

Confectioners 

18 

79 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 

9 

34 

Informal  Notices  : 

These  were  all  complied  with 


15 
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AIR  POLLUTION 


Daily  observations  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  are  now  only 
being  taken  at  one  of  the  two  original  sites,  the  Council  Depot,  Tewin 
Road. 


The  results  at  the  two  sites  have  been  so  similar*  that  the  one 
at  the  Campus  has  now  been  discontinued  after  consultation  with  barren 
Spring  Laboratory. 

An  automatic  sampler  is  now  in  operation  at  Tewin  Road,  and  this 
is  proving  very  useful  as  it  only  requires  one  visit  per  week  for 
maintenance . 


Results  1971  -  1972 


Micro  Grammes  per  Cubic  Metre 

Smoke 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Winter  average 

24 

67 

Peak  level 

137 

236  . 

These  results  are  an  improvement  on  previous  years  and  support  my 
comment  earlier  in  this  respect  regarding  better  atmospheric  conditions 
in  the  Town  generally. 
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GENERAL,  INCLUDING  SUPERVISION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  RODENT  CONTROL 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


Premises 

“Til — 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical  Power 
FACTORIES  without  Mechanical  Power 
OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act 


Inspections 

265 

3 


Number  of 
Notices 

~TT) 

9 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


W) 


Total  268  9 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 
Particulars  Found  Remedied 

TTJ  (2)  (3) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  S»7 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective  9  9 

Not  separate  for  sexes 


Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 


No.  of  offences 
in  respect  of 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

C55 


Total  9  9 


3.  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
(a)  Outworkers 

The  occupiers  of  one  local  factory  distributed  work  to  three  local, 
outworkers c  The  local  outwork  is  carried  out  in  satisfactory  conditions 
and  no  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen  during  the  year.  In  addition  there 
were 2  = 


3  local  outworkers  employed  by  a  firm  operating  in  Islington 


2  " 

ti 

ti  ti 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Hatfield 

1  " 

tt 

t!  f» 

tt 

it 

tt 

Hertford 

"1  ft 

n 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Keighley 

Factories 

-  General 

Information 

The  Factories  Act,  1961 ,  came  into  force  on  1st  April  1962  and 
repealed  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1939- 

All  factories  in  the  town  are  of  modern  construction  and  have  been 
built  during  the  past  fifty  years.  Health  conditions  are  generally 
satisfactory  and  infringements  are  usually  of  a  minor  nature. 
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Plans  for  new  factories  or  involving  alterations  of  existing 
factories  are  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Department  before  they 
are  approved.  The  Council  is  empowered  to  reject  the  plans  if  they 
do  not  comply  with  Section  37  or  43  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
Where  the  plans  submitted  did  not  comply,  amendments  were  informally 
negotiated  with  the  proposers  and  compliance  secured. 


4.  RODENT  CONTROL 
(a)  Administration 


The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Fests  Act,  1949,  and  the  General  Assistant 
is  employed  for  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  this  work. 

(b)  Rodent  Destruction 


As  a  result  of  complaints,  infestations  of  rats  or  mice  were 
found  to  be  present  in  one  hundred  and  fourteen  premises. 

All  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  treated  without  charge 
but  rodent  destruction  on  commercial  or  industrial  premises  is  charge 
able  either  by  contract  or  by  private  works  order «,  In  these  cases 
the  agreement  of  the  occupier  of  such  premises  to  the  charge  has  to 
be  obtained  before  any  disinfestation  is  commenced. 

Twenty  establishments  in  the  district  negotiated  contracts  with 
the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  twenty-three  premises;  the  income 
from  these  contracts  was  £192.  In  addition  the  income  from  private 
works  orders  was  £68.29. 


Details  of  the  type  of  infestations  found  were  as  follows 


Local 

Authority 

Property 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business  & 
Industrial 
Premises 
under  Contract 

Business  & 
Industrial 

Premises 
under  Frivate 

Works  Order 

Rats 

8 

27 

5 

10 

Mice 

- 

34 

2 

28 

8 

61 

7 

38 

One 

thousand  ' 

three  hundred 

and  sixteen  visits 

were  made  as  follows: 

Local 

Authority 

Property 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business  & 
Industrial 
Premises 
under  Contract 

Business  & 
Industrial 

Premises 
under  Private 

Works  Order 

Rats 

28 

252 

421 

48 

Mice 

- 

237 

230 

100 

28 

489 

651 

148 
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INSECT  PESTS 


y 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  pests  destroyed  by 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  number  of  visits 
made  by  them  to  the  infested  premises  for  that  purpose* 


Pest 

No.  of  premises 
affected 

No.  of  visit 
made 

Wasps 

124 

114 

Bees 

20 

32 

Fleas 

6 

6 

Beetles 

2-3 

25 

Others 

31 

29 

206 

206 
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HATFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1972* 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 
G.R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S., 


L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


E.P.  RIGBY,  M.B.E. , 


M.B.,  B.S. ,  D.P.H. ,  D.T.M. 


&  H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

C.A.  BAILEY,  F.R.S.H. ,  F.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 
R.H.  EDLIN,  M.R.S.H, ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.G.  MORGAN ,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Left  30th  January,  1972) 

P.C.  WARD,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B. 
(Commenced  13th  March,  1972) 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector: 

A.R.  SILLS 

Public  Health  Assistant  and  Rodent  Operative 

L. A.  LAWRENCE 


Clerks: 

Mrs.  J.  BANKS 
A.A.W.  CALLABY 
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HATFIELD  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  ....  ....  ....  ....  21,914 
Population  (Mia  year  1972  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  45,720 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1973  . .  ...»  14,538 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1973  . ...  £3,172,323 
Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1972/73  * ...  ....  ....  £31,139 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  TEAR 


Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  34l 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  599 

Rate  per  1,000  population  13.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5.0 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  10 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  16.0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  609 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  7 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  12,0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  10,0 

Illegitimate  M  "  Illegitimate  "  "  37.0 

Neo -natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  7*0 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  neo-nat&l  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  5*0 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  21.0 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  NIL 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  NIL 


Population 


The  Registrar  General0 s  estimate  of  the  population 
in  mid  1972  was  45 9 720  an  increase  of  430  over  the  figure 
for  1971. 


Births 


There  was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  live 
births  from  589  in  1971  to  599  in  1972°  Only  five  per  cent 
of  these  births  were  illegitimate . 

Deaths 

6l  fewer  deaths  were  recorded  than  in  the  previous 
year0  This  decrease  was  mainly  due  to  fewer  deaths  from 
heart  disease -and  bronchitis .  Deaths  from  other  causes 
shew  little  variation  from  the  average  of  recent  years,  with 
deaths  from  road  traffic  and  other  accidents  the  same  as  in 
1971  and  two  suicides o  Examination  of  the  83  deaths 
from  can  cer  shews  that  lung  cancer  was  the  principal  site 
causing  31  deaths  during  the  year  followed  by  16  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  alimentary  tract  and  liver,  and  12  from  cancer 
of  the  breast o  Only  u.o  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  uterus 
were  registered «  68  of  the  85  deaths  from  heart  disease 

were  due  to  coronary  thrombosis  (45  male  and  23  female)  an 
overall  reduction  of  32  compared  with  the  exceptionally  high 
figure  for  the  previous  ye&To 


Cerebral  Haemorrhage  &  Thrombosis 
Heart  Diseases 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  disease 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory 
diseases 

Road  Traffic  &  other  accidents 

Congenital  malformation 

Leukaemia 

Diabetes 

Nephritis 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  etc 
Suicide 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 

system 

Pregnancy 

Other  defined  causes 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Ave  past 
five  years 

23 

51 

74 

78 

58 

27 

85 

98 

3 

10 

13 

13 

43 

40 

83 

72 

12 

8 

20 

16 

15 

3 

18 

21 

8 

2 

10 

12 

3 

TO 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

OU 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

5 

3 

2 

— 

2 

3 

- 

C*» 

CBS 

— 

mm 

C=9 

•m 

11 

11 

22 

20 

187  154  341 


Deaths  from  Cancer t 

Respiratory  tract 
Breast  -  12 


31  Alimentary  tract  &  liver 
Uterus  -  2  Unclassified 
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16 

22 


Comparison  of  Annual  Rates: 


The  following  table  shews  the  Birth  Hates,  Death 
Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1968,  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales  for  1972. 


a 

4) 

!>h 


•P  IQ 

"H 

C 

o 

H  -P 

o 

u 

•iH 

3  it 

cj  PQ 

P-i  *H 

<D 

ft 

-P 

eg 

TJ 

«D  “P 

ft  eg 

H 

3 

s  * 

05 

to  4> 

o  3 

■P 

ft 

pi  o 

•rl  -P 

+>  p< 

eg 

o 

E 

‘Tg  eg 
ft 

eg  o 

ft 

ft 

o 

ft  ft 

o  u 

<g 

8 

o 

A  o 

P> 

eg  *p 

«  -P 

■P  o 

U 

o 

o 

eg  H 

eg  O 

•H 

o » 

eg 

■P  *H 

<i> 

PC' 

T* 

ft 

CO  PQ 

Q  r- 

-P  w 
•H 

H  -P 
•rl  CCi 

rO  <D 

ti  Q 


a 


u 
ft  o 

E  «H 
O 
O 


a 

o 

< 


u 

o 

+5 

o 

ctf 

Pa 


«D 

LO  O 

•H  -P 
(ti 

Ph  ft 
eg 

'd  & 

93 

-P  <D 
CQ  Q 


1968 

14.3 

Q„9i 

I3e0 

8.7 

1  «22 

10.6 

9.4 

1969 

13.4 

0o91 

12.2 

7o7 

1 .14 

8.8 

13.0 

1970 

14.0 

0.91 

12.7 

7.8 

1.29 

10.1 

16.0 

1971 

13o0 

0.91 

11.8 

8.9 

1.29 

11.5 

13.0 

1972 

13*1 

I0O6 

13.9 

7.5 

1.21 

9.1 

12.0 

Englar 

d 

and  Wa 

ies 

1972 



14.8 

12.1 

17.0 

The  gradual  fall  in  the  birth  rate  for  the  previous 
three  years  was  halted  during  1972  but  the  standardised 
rate  (13»9)  is  still  below  the  national  birth  rate  (l4.8). 
The  standardised  death  rate  (9ol)  fell  below  the  national 
rate  and  is  a  little  below  the  average  for  the  District 
in  recent  years. 
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Infant  Mortality  per 

1,000  Live  Births 


Infant  Mortality 


The  ages  and  causes  of  the  seven  infant 
deaths  were  as  follows  s- 


Ms. 

1- |  hours 

3  hours 
1  day 

4  weeks 
4  weeks 

2- J  months 
3  montns 


5 ex  Cause  of  death 

M  Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

M  Prematurity 

F  Prematurity 

F  Broncho  pneumonia 

M  Acute  Peritonitis 

M  Sudden  death  in  infancy 

M  Anoxia 


The  three  early  neonatal  deaths  were  attributed 
to  prematurity  and  difficult  delivery,  the  remaining 
four  being  of  mixed  cause  in  young  infants,  one  a 
sudden  death  of  uncertain  cause,  the  so  called  cot  death. 


Statistic.. 


Population  and  various  statistical  rates,  1932  -  1972 


1932 

1952 

r»i  iVnffrm MP 

1962 

m  nHwr -mi-— p 

mi 

Population 

11,840 

24,350 

41,357 

45,720 

Birth  Rate 

l4o? 

13o1 

18.8 

13.1 

Crude  Death  Rate 

1  0  e  3 

8.4 

8.2 

7.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

608 

12.3 

7°7 

12.0 

-Stillbirth.  Rate 

5°6 

24*2 

13o9 

16.0 

The  above  table  shews  how  the  population  of 
Hatfield  Rural  District  has  grown  over  the  past  40  years 
and  provides  for  comparison  some  statistical  rates 
calculated  over  this  period.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
birth  rate  has  fluctuated  between  13 »1  and  l8„8  and  that 
the  years  selected  shew  no  clear  upward  or  downward  trend. 
Over  the  period  the  death  rate  has  shewn  a  tendency  to 
decline  which  could  be  the  consequence  of  an  inward 
movement  of  younger  people r  The  infant  mortality  rate 
reached  a  peak  level  in  194?  no  doubt  the  consequence  of 
the  war  years,  since  wntu  che  figure  has  regained  at  a  low 
and  fairly  constant  level 0  The  stillbirth  rate  shewed  a 
tendency  to  increase  during  the  thirties  ana  forties 
since  when  it  has  steadily  fallen. 


Comparison  of  Major  Causes  of  Death 

The  following  table  gives  the  death  rates  per 
1,000  of  the  population  for  the  main  causes  of  death  over 
the  past  40  years. 
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Main  Causes  of  Death  -  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population 


1212 

1^2 

1562 

1222 

Heart  Disease 

2,53 

1.26 

2.59 

1.66 

Cancer 

1.35 

1.18 

1.38 

1.82 

Cerebri  1  Haemorrhage 
and  Thrombosis 

0,59 

0.69 

1.91 

1.62 

Accidental  Deaths 

0o5i 

0.12 

0.29 

0.22 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0.76 

0o04 

Nil 

Nil 

N  on-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

0.17 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  only  deaths  shewing  a  marked  upward  trend  are 
those  due  to  cerebro-vascular  accidents.  These  and  those 

from  cancer  and  heart  disease  have  throughout  the  period 
always  been  important  causes  of  mortality.  Tuberculosis 
is  no  longer  a  significant  cause  of  death * 

INFECTIOUS  DI.GSA3SS 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  during  the  year  s- 


Encephalitis  1  ( 

Malaria 

1 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough  -  (12) 

Tetanus 

1 

(-) 

Measles 

6  (25) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer 

to 

1971 

The  steady  decline  in  the  prevalence  of  the 
infectious  diseases  among  children  continues  and  it  is 
noteworthy  that  there  were  no  cases  of  whooping  cough  and 
only  six  notifications  of  measles  throughout  the  year. 

The  notification  of  tetanus  relates  to  an  elderly 
lady  who  fell  in  her  home  grazing  her  right  arm.  Ten  days 
after  the  injury  she  developed  tenderness  with  spasm  of  the 
right  arm  and  sti f fness  of  the  jaw  but  no  generalised 
convulsion.,  3he  was  admitted  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Hospital  for  observation  and  treatment  where  her  symptoms 
were  considered  to  be  due  to  localised  tetanus.  She 
responded  well  following  the  administration  of  serum  and 
active  immunization.  Protection  against  tetanus  is 
included  in  the  scheme  of  primary  immunization  of  all 
children  throughout  the  District. 

The  notification  of  malaria  related  to  a  young  man 
living  locally  who  contracted  his  infection  during  a  visit 
abroad. 
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The  decline  in  the  incidence  of  some  of  the  more 
prevalent  and  important  infectious  diseases  the  past 

40  years  is  set  out  below  expressed  as  rates  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  It  will  be  Seen  that  the  rates  have 
now  fallen  to  the  point  of  complete  disappearance  or 
nearly  so. 


1212 

19  52 

1^62 

1972 

Measles 

N.N. 

2d2 

0,92 

0,13 

Scarlet  Fever 

0,51 

0,57 

0*29 

Nil 

’/hooping  Cough 

N.N, 

2,18 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

0, 16 

Nil 

Nil 

N.N. 

a  Not 

notifiable 

Tuberculosis 

— — :-~arc  nMnjix»nM:  x.  ^sxcrs 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified 
continues  at  a  low  level »  There  were  three  ne7  '  ses 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  two  men  aged  22  and  55  and  one 
a  woman  aged  42 0  A  detailed  home  conditions  report  is 
received  for  each  new  notification  and  the  examination  of 
close  contacts  is  arranged  by  the  Chest  Physician. 

Social  needs  are  discussed  directly  with  Miss  McMullen  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  who  is  readily  available  for 
consultation  and  the  main  contact  with  the  social  work  of 
the  Chest  Clinic . 

The  mobile  X~Ray  Unit  continues  to  visit  the 
Queensway  Health  Centre  on  Wednesday  afternoons  from 
2.30  «  3° 15  for  referrals  from  medical  practitioners  and 
priority  groups 0  The  close  integration  of  the  work  of 
the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  with 
the  other  social  services  in  the  District  has  been  well 
maintained,  especially  home  nursing  when  required,  health 
visiting  and  domestic  help  in  the  home* 

Children  during  their  first  year  at  Secondary 
Schools  were  tuberculin  tested  and  ?4?  shewing  a  negative 
result  inoculated  with  B.C.G. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  both  pulmonary  and 
non-pulmonarv  has  fallen  over  the  past  40  years  from  quite 
a  high  figure  to  an  almost  negligible  rate  as  shewn  by  the 
following  table* 


Tuberculosis,  -  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population 


1932 

1252. 

1962 

mi 

Pulmonary  Tub ere ul osis 

1  o01 

1o37 

0.22 

0,07 

Non-P ulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0.59 

0,12 

0,05 

0,02 

40 


Housing 


I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  E.W.  Pickering,  Housing  Manager 
for  the  following  statement  on  the  progress  in  housing 
made  by  the  Council  during  the  year 

"The  pessimistic  prediction  made  in  my  1971 
report  that  the  prospects  for  applicants  for  housing  would 
be  still  bleaker  in  1972  unfortunately  transpired  to  be 
accurate,  which  makes  me  something  of  a  realist  whereas 
I  am  an  optimist . 

Although  work  was  continuing  on  the  building  of  a 
block  of  68  flats,  to  be  known  as  Trident  House,  over  the 
Woolco  Store  in  the  Town  Centre,  and  also  work  started 
on  a  mixed  housing  development  on  the  Milwards  site  in 
Travellers  Lane  ultimately  to  provide  242  dwellings,  none 
of  those  properties  were  completed  by  the  end  of  1972. 

However,  a  small  scheme  of  10  flats  and  8  houses 
by  way  of  redeveloping  a  site  in  the  village  of  Fssendon 
where  6  pre-1939  Council  houses  were  demolished  was  coming 
to  fruition  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  first 
3  completed  houses  were  let. 

There  were  during-  the  12  months  fewer  properties 
falling  vacant  for  reletting  than  had  been  hoped  for,  the 
total  of  69  for  the  year,  which  was  2.3%  of  stock  being 
just  below  the  national  average.  In  the  same  period  the 
Commission  for  the  New  Towns  allocated  57  dwellings  surplus 
to  their  requirements  for  tenants  to  be  nominated  from  the 
Council® s  housing  lists.  A  total  of  297  lettings  were 
effected  which  included  124  applicants  housed  from  the 
waiting  lists,  74  existing  tenants  transferred  to  alternative 
accommodation,  40  mutual  exchanges  of  accommodation,  3  for 
housing  homeless  families,  and  56  tenancies  transferred  to 
next-of-kin o 


In  addition  346  new  applications  were  registered 
during  the  year,  99  applicants  came  off  the  list,  124  were 
housed  and  the  net  increase  was  123,  bringing  the  total  on 
the  general  need  list  and  the  elderly  persons  list  to 
740  applicants,  the  register  being  under  continuous  review, 
enquiries  being  made  at  18  monthly  intervals  of  every  applicant 
who  had  not  been  in  contact  with,  us  for  that  period  of  tiiuo 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  housing  was  still  required  or 
whether  the  application  could  be  removed  from  the  list. 

The  number  remaining  on  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
regrettably  the  highest  for  9  years.  The  waiting  period 
for  housing  also  lengthened  and  applicants  were  waiting 
three  years  before  being  dealt  with.  However,  the  prospects 
for  1973  were  much  improved  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  waiting 
period  would  rapidly  shorten  in  the  following  12  months. 

April  1972  saw  the  implementation  of  the  Housing 
Finance  Act,  1972,  and  the  adoption  of  a  National  Rent  Rebate 
Scheme  to  supersede  the  Council’s  existing  Rebate  Scheme. 
Towards  the  end  of  1972  the  Council  announced  its  scheme  for 
the  sale  of  post  1945  houses  which  were  able  to  be  offered 
to  sitting  tenants  of  the  Council  at  Market  valuation 


Housing:  (continued) 


The  Council  also  decided  to  promote  a  tenants9 
option  gas  central  heating  scheme  and  tenants  were  invited 
to  say  whether  or  not  they  would  be  interested  in  having 
gas  central  heating  installed  in  their  dwellings  if  the 
scheme  were  able  to  go  forward®  Improvement  of  pre-1939 
Council  houses  was  continuing  and  in  addition  proposals 
were  formulated  for  improving  a.  number  of  properties  in 
Stonecross  Road  and  also  a  scheme  to  redevelop  part  of 
Stonecross  Road,  mainly  by  utilising  part  of  the  very 
long  gardens  of  existing  Council  properties  but  also 
involving  the  domilition  for  Phase  I  redevelopment  of 
6  pre-1939  houses ®  Several  other  housing  schemes  were 
being  planned  and  programmed® 

Although  the  Hatfield  Rural  District  Council 
continues  through  1973  to  the  31st  March f 19?4,  this  is 
the  last  occasion  on  which,  as  Housing  Manager  of  the 
Rural  District,  I  am  invited  to  contribute  to  the  report 
for  the  previous  year®  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to  the  excellent  relationships 
which  have  existed  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health5 s 
Department  and  mine  during  the  whole  of  the  10  years  of  my 
service  here  and  I  would  particularly  thank  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  his  Deputy  for  the  ever  ready 
assistance  which  they  have  always  been  willing  to  offer  to 
me,  coupled  with  a  great  understanding  of  the  problems  of 
housing  management  and  the  need  for  joint  effort  wherever 
our  paths  have  crossed  in  dealing  with  social  and  medical 
aspects  of  housing  needs®  Similarly  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  have  always  worked  in  very 
close  co-operation  with  me,  for  which  I  am  most  grateful® 

Mr®  JoOo  Restall,  Housing  Manager  of  the  Commission 
for  the  New  Toms  reports  that  no  additional  dwellings  were 
completed  during  the  year  under  review  and  there  are  no 
further  schemes  envisaged  during  the  coming  year®  The 
waiting  period  for  key  workers  is,  at  present,  from  six  to 
nine  months  from  the  date  of  acceptance  onto  the  Commission’s 
waiting  list® 

The  Commission  continued  to  make  available 
properties,  surplus  to  their  normal  requirements,  to  Hatfield 
Rural  District  Council,  and  in  this  connection  they  were 
able  to  nominate  tenants  for  33  dwellings®  There  has 
been  a  considerable  response  to  the  Commission’s  offer  of 
houses  for  sale  to  sitting  tenants  and  for  the  installation 
of  improved  heating  appliances  under  the  Optional  Improved 
heating  scheme®  Up  to  31st  March  1973s  a  total  of 
5.30  tenants  were  granted  a  rent  rebate  out  of  1,21 8 
applications  received® 
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REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING? 

Unfit  Houses  -  Housing  Act,  1957 

For  the  first  time  for  some  years,  no  dwellings  were  represented 
as  unfit,  which  will  indicate  that  the  existing  stock  of  houses 
within  the  district  is  generally  good,  although  a  few  are  sub-standard 
since  they  have  no  bathroom,,  etc0,  this  latter  category  is  dealt  with 
in  the  section  covering  Improvement  Grants  * 

However,  one  bungalow  was  demolished  during  the  year,  having 
been  represented  as  unfit  in  December  1968.  The  delay  was  due  to 
re-development  considerations  by  the  owner. 

The  bungalow  in  question  wass- 

"West  Kilve",  65  Station  Road,  Cuff ley.  (Corner  of  Tolmers  Road) 


Dwellings  demolished  to  make  way  for  other  development 

The  following  were  demolished  to  make  way  for  other  development. 
Some  could  be  designated  as  sub-standard  dwellings,  but  none  were 
"unfit"  within  the  context  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957® 

Nos.  2  to  17  Salisbury  Square,  Old  Hatfield  =  16 

18,  42,  46,  Great  North  Road,,  Old  Hatfield  =  3 

Flat  over  Hatfield  Station  =  1 

Bell  Cottage,  Bell  Bar  =  1 

East  Kilve,  63  Station  Road,  Cuff ley  =  1 

5  St.  Albans  Road  East,  Hatfield  =  1 

27,  29 ,  31,  33,  35,  Park  Street,  Old  Hatfield  =  5 

Kurdistan,  Heath  Road,  Little  Heath  =  1 

TOTAL  22 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  % 

Since  the  inception  of  powers  permitting  grants  for  the 
improvement  of  sub-standard  dwellings,  this  Council  have  approved 
approximately  400  Discretionary  and  86  Standard  applications.  The 
expression  "approximately"  is  used  advisedly  since  over  the  years  a 
single  application  has  sometimes  embraced  semi-detached  and  in  a 
few  cases  a  terrace  of  cottages , 

Having  regard  to  the  general  high  standard  of  dwellings  within 
the  district,  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year,  the 
additional  incentives  from  the  1969  Act  having  been  effected. 

Some  interesting  improvements  to  properties  in  Cromer  Hyde 
were  completed  during  the  year,  and  Nos.  13  and  15  are  a  good  example 
perhaps.  These  were  old  semi-detached  cottages,  in  effect  each  with 
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only  one  room  up  and  one  down,  with  no  drainage  system  whatsoever, 
no  sink,  pail  closets,  and  with  a  common  water  standpipe  some 
15-20  feet  from  the  front  doors,  but  of  sound  structure 0 

Because  the  properties  are  in  green  belt  area,  a  demolition 
order  would  have  precluded  re-building  on  the  same  site  in  this 
pleasant  rural  area,  and  at  the  same  time  no  definite  improvement 
could  be  planned  because  of  the  absence  of  main  drainage,  and  neither 
at  that  time  could  the  eventual  position  of  main  drainage  be 
determined  for  either  the  rear  or  front  of  the  premises 0  However,  an 
improvement  grant  was  approved  to  make  one  reasonable  house  with  all 
the  essential  amenities „  The  result  was  quite  remarkable  as  shewn  by 
the  photographs  below, 

CROMER  HYDE 
IMPROVEMENT 


BEFORE  AFTER 


Following  is  a  summary  of  grants  approved  during  1972: 

Discretionary  31  -=  Average  cost  of  grant  £590 
Standard  6  -  Average  cost  of  grant  £59 

Of  the  31  "Discretionary"  -  14  owner/occupied 

1 1  tenanted 

6  other  (indefinite  -  sons, 
daughters,  etc.) 

Of  the  6  "Standard"  -  4  owner/occupied 

2  tenanted 
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COLLEGE  LANE 


TERRACE  OP  SIX  COTTAGES  -  IMPROVEMENT 
BEFORE  AFTER 


CARAVAN  SITES  -  ITINERANTS  AND  GIPSIES s 

In  common  with  certain  other  districts  in  mid  and  southwest 
Hertfordshire 9  Hatfield  appears  to  have  some  attraction  for  itinerant 
gipsies.  Admittedly  they  have  to  stay  somewhere  and  one  has  to  be 
tolerant  toward  short  stays,  but  experience  shows  that  the  odd  one  or 
two  attract  others.  A  site  on  the  Old  Great  North  Road,  to  the  west 
of  Oldings  Corner,  and  now  a  cul-de-sac,  is  such  a  place,  and  at  one 
time  during  the  year  eighteen  vans,  with  attendant  vehicles  were 
encamped  there.  Unlike  the  Romany  types,  the  gipsies  seem  to  have  a 
preference  for  parking  adjacent  to  roads  carrying  heavy  traffic,  in 
this  case  the  A.1. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  police  and  County  officials,  the 
site  was  eventually  cleared  of  vans  and  sealed  off,  but  resultant 
debris  was  the  usual  legacy,  as  the  photo  herewith  illustrates,  this 
being  just  one  point  of  many,  stretching  for  100  yards. 
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ITINERANT  GIPSY  DEBRIS 


OLD  GREAT  NORTH  ROAD,  HATFIELD 


However,  the  two  licensed  sites  at  Holwell  and  Barbaraville, 
adjacent  to  the  Hertford  Road,  continue  to  serve  a  very  useful 
purpose  for  long  stay  gipsy  families,  and  in  fact  the  individual 
sites  have  shewn  very  little  change  over  the  years,  indicating  that 
the  occupants  prefer  to  have  a  permanent  licensed  base0 

These  two  sites  house  16  and  6  caravans  respectively,  the 
former  having  a  resident  warden,  rightly  considered  by  the  County 
Council  as  essential  for  a  site  of  that  capacity „  Both  sites  have 
flush  toilets  and  hot  and  cold  water  at  sinks  and  showers/baths  * 

Barbaraville,  the  first  so  called  "Romany”  site  in  our 
district  and  probably  the  country,  has  now  been  established  nine 
years,  adjacent  to  Mill  Green  Sewage  Works,  and  can  certainly  be 
claimed  as  a  great  success  in  every  way0  It  is  of  optimum  size, 
with  no  necessity  for  a  warden  and  the  occupants  themselves  have 
carried  out  site  improvements  to  add  to  their  comfort 0 

All  of  the  five  original  families  are  still  in  occupation, 
and  very  pleased  to  have  a  permanent  home0  During  the  year  one 
of  the  daughters  married  and  is  now  living  on  the  site,  in 
preference  to  having  a  house 0  Sometime  in  the  future,  when  other 
children  reach  marriageable  age  and  wish  to  occupy  their  own 
caravan  on  this  site,  a  problem  may  arise,  but  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  extend  the  area  available 0 

Hatfield  has  certainly  contributed  its  share  in  helping  to 
provide  permanent  sites  for  gipsies o 
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THE  BARBARA  Y  ILLS  ROMANY  SITE 


t  * 


OTHER  CARAVAN  SITES? 

In  addition  to  the  two  licenced  gipsy  sites,  and  the  occasional 
itinerant  type  of  families  above  mentioned,  there  are  other 
established  sites  licenced  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960.  The  largest  of  these  is  our  own  municipal 
site  at  Ellenbrook,  accommodating  87  caravans,  very  well  planned  and 
with  good  amenities o  Other  private  sites  throughout  the  district 
make  a  total  of  160  caravans 0 


WATER? 

Public  Supply 

The  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  servies  approximately  99o77-  of 
the  properties  within  the  Hatfield  Rural  District,  in  effect  a 
total  coverage  with  the  exception  of  2  or  5  premises  on  the  boundary 
with  Enfield  -  where  the  supply  emanates  from  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  -  and  a  few  private  wells/boreholes  as  shewn  below. 

Frequent  samples  are  taken  from  various  points  on  the  main 
supply  by  the  Company,  results  of  which  are  sent  to  the  Health 
Department,  indicating  excellent  quality.  Very  minimal  complaints 
are  received  concerning  a  taint  of  chlorine  and  possibly  cloudiness, 
which  are  inevitable  following  precautions  taken  in  repairing  and 
cleaning  the  main  system  from  time  to  time. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  at  the  pumping  stations  in  our 
four  parishes,  of  Essendon,  North  Mymms,  Northaw  and  Hatfield,  is 
fairly  constant  at  0.2  milligrams  per  litre.  A  level  of  1  m.p.l. 
is  considered  as  the  optimum  for  retarding  dental  decay. 
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The  Head  Office  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  is  of  course 
established  in  Hatfield,  and  the  Chief  Chemist,  Mr*  C.  E,  Harris 
and  his  staff  have,  over  the  years,  given  me  invaluable  help  in 
sorting  out  many  problems  connected  with  water  supplies  at  domestic 
and  industrial  premises,  and  indeed  more  recently  on  the  disposal 
of  questionable  materials  where  underground  sources  of  water  are 
involved o 

Standpipes 

Two  cottages  in  a  remote  corner  of  the  district  are  dependent 
on  hand  pumps 0  Samples  are  taken  from  these  regularly,  and  a 
hyperchlorite  solution  supplied  as  and  when  found  desirable „ 

Private  Supplies 

There  are  some  14,500  domestic  premises  in  the  district  of 
which  only  45  are  dependent  on  well/borehole  supplies,  and  some 
of  these  sire  regularly  treated  with  chlorine,  on  instruction  from 
the  public  health  inspectors 0 

I  cannot  foresee  a  total  coverage  of  the  district  through  a 
mains  system,  bearing  in  mind  isolated  farms  and  cottages,  several 
hundred  yards  distant  from  the  nearest  existing  network c 

It  is  not  economical  to  connect  unless  a  small  community  of 
houses  is  reasonably  near  to  a  main 0  The  minimum  size  of  a  new 
main  permitted  by  the  Water  Company  is  3”  and  straightforward 
linkage  even  without  disturbing  roads,  etc.,  is  now  costly,  never¬ 
theless,  if  samples  shewed  repeated  contamination  then  considera¬ 
tion  would  have  to  be  given  to  a  connection. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  samples  taken  from  well/borehole 
supplies,  by  the  public  health  inspectors s- 


No  o  of 
Wells 

etc  o 

Nc  o  of 

Dwellings 

Served 

NOopf 

Samples 

Taken. 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Suspect 

As t wick  Manor 

1 

5 

3 

0 

0 

Coopers  Green 

2 

6/1 

B 

4 

2 

2 

North  Mymms 

4 

11/5/2/1 

12 

10 

1 

1 

Roe  Hyde 

3 

5/1/1 

22 

13 

5 

4 

Stanborough 

2 

1/1 

8 

2 

4 

2 

Lower  Woedsidfe 

1 

3 

7 

6 

1 

0 

Symondshyde 

1 

6 

4 

0 

2 

2 

Brocket  Park 

1 

17 

3 

3 

0 

0 

DRAINAGE  § 

In  general  the  whole  of  the  rural  district  is  very  well  served 
by  main  drainage  systems,  when  one  considers  the  compact  communities 
of  the  Old  and  New  Town  of  Hatfield,  North  Mymms,  Cuff ley,  Northaw 
Brookmans  Park,  Little  Heath  and  Essendon, 

Nevertheless  there  are  a  number  of  outposts  too  distant  from 
sewerage  systems  to  make  it  possible  to  connect  at  an  acceptable  cost. 
One  has  to  remember  that  the  usual  basis  for  determining  a  reasonable 
cost  in  providing  for  a  sewage  plant  or  connection  to  a  main  sewer  is 
to  take  the  total  estimated  cost  and  relate  this  to  the  number  of 


properties  concerned „ 

An  example  of  the  difficulty  can  he  illustrated  by  looking  at 
Tylers  Causeway  including  Woodfield  Lane  from  3t0  Marks  Church 
through  to  the  Newgate  Street  Village  approach,  a  distance  of  about 
2  miles,  along  which  are  scattered  over  20  dwellings 0  There  are 
also  35  farms,  with  isolated  houses  and  cottages  for  farm  workers, 
and  a  number  of  dwellings  sited  in  remote  parts  of  estates,  not  to 
mention  very  small  communities,  in  Coopers  Green,  Kentish  Lane,  parts 
of  Essendon,  etcc,  which  are  distant  from  sewers,  in  low  lying  areas, 
or  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  watershed « 

The  number  of  small  private  sewage  disposal  units  throughout 
the  district  serving  such  communities  can  be  summarised  as  follows 


Cesspools  - 

100 

approximately 

Sep  tic  Tanks  - 

40 

•t 

Pails 

10 

M 

All  of  the  above  require  an  emptying  service  by  the  Council,  and 
although  there  are  many  fewer  compared  with  a  decade  ago,  such  units 
deteriorate  with  age  and  the  necessity  arises  for  more  frequent  emptying. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  record  the  progress  made  during  the  past 
decade  or  so,  in  eliminating  earth  pails,  cesspools  and  septic  tanks, 
brought  about  by  the  Council's  new  sewerage  schemes  or  connections  to 
existing  sewers „ 

Following  are  a  few  statistics  which  I  have  available: 

The  number  of  earth  pails,  pre  1959  was  200,  all  of  which  were 
emptied  by  the  Council  weekly <,  This  figure,  by  the  end  of  1972  had 
been  reduced  to  1C0 

In  1949  there  were  4f0  cesspools  including  septic  tanks  which 
had  been  reduced  to  39b  by  1 964  o 

The  position  now  is  that  this  figure  has  been  reduced  to  read 
100  cesspools  and  40  septic  tanks. 


The  new  schemes,  large  and  small,  making  this  possible  included 
The  Ridgeway,  and  adjacent  areas  in  Cuff ley,  Vineyards  Road  and 
Church  Lane,  Nortbaw,  Newgate  Street  Village,  Lemsford  Village, 
Marshmoor,  Bullsns  Green  Lane,  Wild  Hill,  part  of  Essendon  Village 
comprising  West  End  Lane  and  Hanbury  Lane,  Cromer  Hyde,  and  various 
small  incidental  connections  0 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963s 

Following  are  details  of  information  submitted  to  the  Department 
of  Employment  by  way  of  Annual  Report  for  19?20  These  figures  do  not 
include  railway  premises,  schools,  crown  premises,  municipal  oltices 
and  offices  in  factories,  which  are  the  responsibility  of  HoM.  Inspector 
of  Factories c 
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Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Number  of 

Total  Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

of  Registered 

Registered  Premises 

Registered 

Premises  at 

Receiving  a  General 

During  the 

Year 

End  of  Year 

Inspection  During 

the  Year 

Offices 

11 

105 

57 

Retail  Shops 

13 

184 

127 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  Establishments  open 

1 

10 

10 

to  Public,  Canteens 

3 

48 

48 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

29 

348 

243 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  -  655 


Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 

Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons  Employed 


Offices  825 
Retail  Shops  1,162 
Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  132 
Catering  Establishments  open  to  Public  389 
Canteens  21 
Fuel  Storage  Depots  2 


TOTAL  2,531 


TOTAL  MALES  1,088 

TOTAL  FEMALES  1 , 443 


Number  of  Exemption  Applications  Received  0  „ .  „ « « .  <> . ,  o  „  0 « « 0  NIL 
Number  of  Exemption  Applications  Granted  c » o  <> ,  0  0  <> » o  . » 0 » » 0  o  NIL 

Number  of  Extension  of  Exemption  Applications  Received  <,  <> <,  1 

Number  of  Extension  of  Exemption  Applications  Granted  0 * . »  1 

Number  of  Exemption  Certificates  Cancelled  0  0 « .  <>  <> » 0 „ o e . » „ „  NIL 

Number  of  Accidents  Notified  and  Investigated  . .  . . .  0  0  •  • .  •  <>  6 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  „ » 0 * . .  <> » „ .  <,  0 „  „  „ c » « » « « e » 0  53 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With  0  0  0  « „ « . .  0 .  o . ,  0 o 0 o  40 


General  Comments 


There  have  been  no  major  problems  associated  with  the  admini¬ 
stration  of  the  Act  during  the  past  year,, 

Despite  advisory  letters  being  sent  out  to  occupiers  of  premises  in 
previous  years  three  points  are  still  being  overlooked ,  They  are  as 
follows s- 
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Accidents 


Only  6  Accidents  were  notified  during  the  year,  4  of  these  from 
one  large  store  during  December.  Although  there  is  no  factual 
evidence  it  is  thought  that  some  occupiers  are  still  not  notifying 
the  authority  as  required  by  Section  48  of  the  Act. 

Registration  of  Premises 

Many  occupiers  of  new  premises  are  still  not  notifying  the  local 
authority  before  they  intend  to  employ  persons  in  their  premises. 

The  local  knowledge  of  inspectors,  supplemented  by  systematic  checks 
on  the  use  being  made  of  premises ,  proved  of  particular  value  in 
maintaining  an  up-to-date  register. 

Slicing  Machines 

Many  food  premises  are  still  operating  food  slicing  machines 
without  the  guard  being  attached.  Owners  have  been  warned  both 
verbally  and  in  writing  that  in  the  event  of  an  accident  occurring 
with  unguarded  slicing  machines  then  there  would  be  a  possibility  of 
legal  proceedings  being  instituted. 

The  Department  of  Employment  have  asked  local  authorities  to 
comment  on  the  enforcement  of  Section  22  of  the  Act.  This  section 
enables  an  authority  to  apply  for  a  court  order  prohibiting  the  use 
of  premises,  machinery  or  plant  where  there  is  risk  of  bodily 
injury  or  injury  to  health.  There  has  not  been  any  occasion  to  refer 
to  this  section  at  any  time  since  the  Act  came  into  force. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  z 

The  total  number  of  pigs  killed  and  dressed  at  the  licenced 
slaughterhouse  in  Bulls  Lane,  Bell  Bar  v/as  521.  As  required  by  the 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  every  carcase  and  all  offal  was 
inspected  for  diseased  and  abnormal  conditions. 

Animal  health  has  improved  enormously  over  the  past  two  decades 
and  disease  or  abnormal  conditions  found  in  the  carcase  glands  and 
offal  at  the  slaughterhouse  are  relatively  insignificant.  The  main 
reason  for  condemnations  being  lungs  shewing  evidence  of  congestion, 
pleurisy  or  pneumonia,  of  which  over  25 7°  were  affected.  Localised 
abscess  accounted  for  a  very  small  percentage,  as  did  Tuberculosis, 
but  no  generalised  infection  was  found. 


Every  three  mcnGhs  I  make  a  joint  inspection  of  the  slaughter¬ 
house  premises  with  one  of  the  Ministry  Veterinary  Oificers,  this 
now  being  a  nationwide  practice. 


POOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1970s 


The  following  premises  were  subject  to  above  regulations s- 


Factory  Canteens 

20 

Butchers 

20 

School  Canteens 

35 

Fishmongers 

7 

Cafes  &  Restaurants 

40 

Fruiterers  &  Greengrocers 

24 

Transport  Cafes 

6 

Grocers 

34 

Private  Clubs 

16 

Confectioners 

25 

Bakehouses 

3 

Licensed  Premises 

37 

Bakers  Shops 

15 

TOTAL 

282 

FOOD  HANDLING  -  POULTRY 8 

Over  the  years  it  has  been  the  custom  in  Hatfield  to  undertake 
a  periodic  examination  or  survey  of  some  project  of  interest  in  the 
public  health  fieldo  During  1972  the  subject  of  retailing  of 
poultry  was  explored  ~  both  frozen  and  cooked  varieties c 

The  sales  of  poultry  in  this  country  have  increased  enormously 
over  the  past  few  years,  and  consequently,  hygiene,  storage,  and 
handling  are  bound  to  create  difficulties  in  mass  production  and 
retailing,  as  is  evidenced  in  the  number  of  stomach  upsets,  if  not 
food  poisoning,  reported  nationally,, 

A  number  of  portions  of  chicken  were  taken  with  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  local  stores,  and  sent  to  the  public  health  laboratory, 
where  they  were  examined  and  reported  upon  in  much  detail.  As  a 
result  of  the  findings,  a  letter  was  sent  to  all  retailers  of 
poultry  in  the  district,  briefly  advocating  certain  essential 
practices  which  should  be  adhered  to0  Following  were  the  six 
principles  suggested?- 

1 o  Quick  frozen  chickens  must  be  kept  at  a  temperature  below  5°  F. 

2o  Frozen  chickens  must  be  kept  at  a  temperature  below  J>2°  F. 

%  Chickens  to  be  adequately  thawed  before  cookingo 

4o  Staff  must  not  handle  or  prepare  raw  chicken  in  areas  where 
other  food  or  cooked  foods  are  handled . 

5«  Following  cooking,  unless  to  be  eaten  immediately,  poultry 

must  be  cooled  quickly  and  transferred  to  the  refrigerator. 

6.  Cooked  chicken  must  never  be  left  in  a  warm  kitchen,  but  be 
placed  in  a  refrigerator,  or  if  displayed  for  sale,  in  a 
chilled  cabinet. 


One  has  to  appreciate  that  certain  harmful  organisms  are  a 
normal  constituent  of  animal  and  poultry  carcases,  and  thus 
evisceration  and  cross  infection  during  handling  and  preparation 
create  hazards  if  not  sensibly  controlled. 
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ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING? 


The  following  samples  of  ice  cream  were  collected  and  taken  to 
a  laboratory  for  methylene  blue  test,  results  are  shewn  belows- 


Place  of  Sampling 

(a)  Mobile  Vans 

(b)  Premises 


Satisfactory 

■  ■  il 

Provisional  Grades 

0)  (2) 


3 

8 


ii 


Unsatisfactory 

Provisional  Grades 
(3)  (4) 


1 


3 


4 


1 


Total 


16 


21 


Grades  1  and  2  are  accepted  as  satisfactory  and  3  and  4  as  failures 


The  number  of  failures  indicated  at  (b)  arose  at  a  Hotel,  where 
samples  were  taken  from  a  bulk  supply  (can) .  Several  repeat  samples 
had  to  be  taken  to  determine  the  cause,  and  this  proved  conclusively 
that  the  scoop  used  was  not  being  sterilised  correctly 0  Advice  given 
resulted  in  satisfactory  results o 


FOOD  COMPLAINTS? 

During  the  year  under  review  a  record  number  of  83  complaints 
was  dealt  with  by  the  public  health  inspectors.  In  the  majority  of 
cases  the  complainants  only  wished  to  being  it  to  the  notice  of  the 
department  so  that  the  matter  could  be  taken  up  with  the  producer  or 
retailer o  Nevertheless,  eight  prosecutions  were  heard,  as  follows?- 


Mould  in  bottle  of  milk 

£70 

Fine 

£10 

Costs 

Dirt  ia  milk 

£100 

n 

£10 

it 

Larvae  and  dirt  in  bottle  of 

milk 

£100 

n 

£10 

II 

Brown  particles  in  milk 

£100 

ft 

£15 

II 

Cardboard  in  bottle  of  milk 

£100 

»t 

£15 

tt 

Wire  in  tin  of  baby  feed 

£20 

n 

£10 

II 

Mouldy  sausages 

£100 

tt 

£16 

II 

Cement  and  dirt  in  battle  of 

milk 

£100 

II 

£16 

♦f 

TOTAL 

£690 

Fines 

£102 

Costs 

All  were  taken  under  Section 

2  of 

the  Food  &  Drugs 

Act, 

1955 

i0e09  not  of  the  nature  .oo  substance  <,.<>  quality c  Six  of  the 
eight  were  in  respect  of  dirty  milk  or  milk  bottxes0 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  s 


The  measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere 
has  been  measured  from  two  stations  in  Hatfield  for  the  past  10 
years.  The  results  are  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  at  Stevenage,  who  receive  readings  from  over  1,000  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  United  Kingdom 0 

The  apparatus  pumps  in  particles  of  smoke  from  the  atmosphere 
which  are  less  than  10  microns  in  diameter.  These  particles  are 
very  minute  and  invisible  to  the  naked  eye  but  they  are  particles 
which  cannot  easily  be  removed  from  the  lungs  and  this  is  the  reason 
why  they  are  measured  in  preference  to  larger  particles. 

During  the  past  ten  years,  pollution  from  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  has  steadily  decreased.  True  yearly  comparisons  are 
difficult  to  make  since  weather  and  other  factors  have  a  marked 
influence  on  readings.  However,  as  mentioned  in  the  1970  report, 
it  was  noticed  that  more  and  more  householders  were  installing 
central  heating  and,  therefore,  burning  fuel  with  no  smoke  and  a  low 
sulphur  content.  The  1970  report  did  forecast  there  would  be  a 
downward  trend  due  to  this  factor  and  the  introduction  of  natural 
gas  has  helped  considerably. 

Pollution  is  measured  in  raicro-gramms  per  cubic  metre,  giving 
readings  not  easy  to  visualise  but  as  a  matter  of  interest  the  average 
winter  readings  at  both  stations  for  the  winters  63/64  and  72/73  are 
given  below  in  micro-gramms/cubic  metre. 


SITE  NOol  SITE  NO .2 


Smoke 

SO? 

Smoke 

S0e 

1963/64 

84 

137 

118 

140 

1972/73 

56 

106 

56 

95 

DEPOSIT  OP  POISONOUS 

WASTE  ACT, 

1972§ 

The  above  Act  came  into  operation  only  in  August,  a  necessary 
addition  to  give  local  authorities  power  to  combat  illegal  dumping  of 
poisonous  waste,  consequent  to  the  experiences  in  the  Midland  Counties, 
when  cyanide  was  discovered  on  a  number  of  waste  lands. 

The  very  large  and  much  used  refuse  tip  at  Cole  Green,  the  great 
majority  of  which  is  within  our  boundary,  is  the  one  danger  spot  for 
illicit  dumping  of  such  materials,  but  fortunately,  for  many  years, 
this  Council  through  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council,  have  exercised 
a  strict  control  on  the  nature  of  material  which  can  be  accepted  there, 
and  declarations  are  checked  at  the  site  office. 

The  Act  came  into  force  on  the  August,  and  on  the  10th  August 
a  40  gallon  drum  full  of  sump  oil  was  discovered  dumped  in  a  small 
privately  owned  tip  in  the  North  Mymms  area,  used  by  Contractors. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instigated,  but  the  case  was  not  heard  until 
early  in  1973° 

Certain  specified  wastes  can  now  be  removed  or  deposited 
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elsewhere  only  following  formal  notification  to  the  local  authority 
from  which  it  is  to  be  removed,  to  the  local  authority  and  river 
board  in  which  it  is  to  be  deposited. 

Between  the  14th  August  and  the  end  of  the  year,  exactly  50 
such  notifications  were  received  and  registered  at  the  Health  Dept., 
from  factories  within  the  district  and  in  almost  every  case  the 
specified  wastes  were  deposited  at  the  Pitsea  Marshes  in  Essex. 
However,  on  a  number  of  occasions  decisions  have  been  requested  as 
to  whether  certain  wastes  could  be  accepted  at  Cole  Green  and  this 
has  proved  to  be  time  consuming,  by  way  of  consulting  all  the 
interested  services. 


NOISE  ABATEMENTS 

Considering  all  the  re-development  works  taking  place  in 
Hatfield,  particularly  on  roadworks  and  roundabouts,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  complaints  have  been  received  relative  to  excessive 
noise.  It  has  been  particularly  trying  for  shop  and  office  staffs 
in  Old  Hatfield,  when  conversation  was  difficult  and  telephone 
conversation  almost  impossible,  because  of  the  prolonged  use  of 
compressors  and  road  drills.  At  times  it  seemed  that  every  public 
service  unit  was  operating.  On  occasions  the  public  health  inspectors 
have  asked  for  road  drills  to  stop  work  until  suppressors  or  mufflers 
have  been  fitted.  It  is  claimed  by  operators  that  this  equipment  is 
more  efficient  without  mufflers. 

Late  in  the  year,  investigations  were  started  at  the 
Trident  House/Woolco  complex,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
potential  impact  of  noise  in  the  flats,  emanating  from  the  underground 
car  park,  boiler  house,  cold  stores,  lifts,  etc.  This  is  still 
proceeding. 

Complaints  were  also  received  regarding  noise  emitted  from 
premises  used  by  a  pop  group.  Reason  ultimately  prevailed  in  this 
case  o 


Chimes  from  an  ice  cream  mobile  van  during  late  evening,  well 
after  the  permitted  dead  line  of  7  Pom.,  also  gave  rise  to  complaints. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  50: 

Assistance  was  requested  in  making  burial  arrangements  in  one 
instance  during  the  year0  The  deceased  was  a  displaced  person  from 
an  Eastern  European  country,  with  no  known  relatives  in  this  country. 
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RODENT  CONTROLS 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,,  1949 

Treatments  for  the  eradication  of  rodents  continue  at  a  high 
level o  Problems  arose  in  connection  with  mice  because  of  a  tougher 
strain  having  some  apparent  immunity  to  warfarin c  Variations  of 
poison  mix  have  been  tried  in  an  effort  to  find  a  suitable  alternative 
and  even  the  old  break-back  traps  have  been  brought  back  into  usec 
Warfarin  is  still  effective  against  rats  in  this  area  however,. 

One  major  infestation  was  brought  to  the  Department’s  notice  by 
the  private  owner  of  a  very  small  piggery 0  The  rodent  operative 
treated  and  accounted  for  50  rats,  as  a  result  of  which  an  annual 
contract  was  agreed  for  a  regular  service  by  the  Council’s  Rodent 
Operative „ 

No  charge  is  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling  houses,  but  over 
40  annual  contracts,  entailing  monthly  visits  at  least,  were  agreed,. 
The  majority  of  these  are  farms ,  hut  included  also  are  business 
premises  and  factories 0  The  income  from  these  contracts  amounting 
to  a  little  over  £550  per  annum 0  In  addition,  casual  commercial 
treatments  undertaken  as  and  when  required  realised  a  further  £55 • 

Following  is  a  summary  of  treatments  carried  outs- 


Dwelling 

Agri- 

Business 

Total 

Houses 

cultural 

etCo 

Properties  found 
to  be  RAT  infested 

317 

35 

39 

391 

Properties  found  to 
be  MOUSE  infested 

61 

35 

19 

115 

Notes  The  above  refers  to  properties  only,  all  contract 
agreements  are  visited  at  least  monthly 0 


INSECT  PESTS s 

The  following  additional  pests  were  also  dealt  with  following 
requests  by  ratepayers?- 


Wasps  Nests 

140 

Cluster  Flies 

4 

Wild  Bees 

4 

Carpet  Beetles 

10 

Ants 

38 

Wood  Lice 

4 

Woodworm 

24 

Saw  Toothed  Grain 

Fleas 

8 

Beetle 

1 

Over  the  past  few  years,  attitudes  toward  squirrels  appear  to 
have  changed.  At  some  time  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  would 
encourage  individuals  to  destroy  squirrels  and  even  pay  a  small 
amount  of  money  for  every  tail  one  could  produce,  but  there  is  now 
no  such  incentive,  and  neither  does  the  Ministry  undertake  generally 
the  elimination  or  reduction  of  squirrels.  The  result  of  course  is 
that  the  local  authority  is  called  upon  to  help. 

As  with  squirrels,  feral  pigeons  are  looked  upon  as  friendly 
creatures  by  some  people,  while  others  are  equally  emphatic  in  asking 
for  them  to  be  destroyed,  and  it  must  be  admitted  both  can  be  a  real 
pest.  It  is  quite  evident  that  local  authority  action  will  usually 
ferment  reaction  one  way  or  the  other. 

One  tolerant  resident  in  the  district  certainly  regards  pigeons 
as  a  pest,  there  being  an  active  flock  of  between  seventy  and  one 
hundred  in  the  immediate  (urban)  neighbourhood.  One  "barrow  load"  of 
droppings  was  recovered  from  the  rain  water  gutters  1 


WILD  PIGEONS  -  PETS  OR  PEST? 


I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  Council's 
loyal  Fests  Officer,  and  his  dog  Trixie,  who  is  probably  the  only 
paid  canine  member  of  a  local  authority  staff  in  the  Country. 

For  her  wages,  she  works  a  full  five  day  week  throughout  the  year, 
and  personally  accounts  for  several  scores  of  rats  annually  with 
obvious  enthusiasm. 
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Since  this  will  he  the  last  annual  report  for  Hatfield  R0D„C. 
as  a  separate  unit,  I  have  looked  up  some  very  old  records  dealing 
with  the  health  of  the  district „  These  relate  to  1903  and  from 
1921  -  1936“  The  information  reported  is  very  scant  compared  with 
present  day  editions,  hut  it  is  nevertheless  of  some  interest 
statistically,  and  would  perhaps  indicate  progress  in  some  fields  of 
public  health  work  in  the  Hatfield  areac 

Following  are  brief  quotes 


1903  ’’House  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  contractors  in  Hatfield 
and  Little  Heath 0  In  other  parts  of  the  district  the 
occupants  deal  with  it  by  disposal  upon  the  soil  of 
gardens  and  allotments 0” 

’’The  water  supply  of  Hatfield  is  from  a  deep  well 
belonging  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury,," 

"Twenty- three  filthy  houses  were  cleansed 0" 

Population  -  7? 591 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ~  1,582 

Average  household  -  4°7 


1921  Population  -  99128 

Number  of  houses  -  2,014 

Number  of  Earth  Pails  -  1,132  (560  2fc) 


1922  House  refuse  was  tipped  at  Hoiwell  Hyd@0 

"I  attribute  the  immunity  of  the  district  from  epidemic 
disease  in  part  at  least  to  the  absence  of  the  usual 
plague  of  flies  which  was  prevented  by  the  heavy  summer 
rains  which  killed  off  the  raaggotSo" 

London  refuse  was  then  -  as  now  -  tipped  in  Hatfield 

R0L0C  0 

1930  35  notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  8  of  Diphtheria. 


1933  "A  cesspool  emptier  for  dealing  with  houses  not  connected 
to  the  sewer  has  been  purchased,  thus  providing  a  clean 
and  unobjectionable  method  of  dealing  with  cesspools." 


1934  38  notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  10  of  Diphtheria., 

Nine  schools  closed  in  district  because  of  this0 


53 


WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1972 


**************** 


59 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


G.R. 


TAILOR,  M.B.,  B„S o 


(London)  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


E.P.  RIGBT ,  MoBoEo ,  MoB0,  B0S 


,  D.P.H 


°  i 


D.T.M.  &  H. 


Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector: 
D.N.  SIBLEY,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Building  Surveyor  and  Inspector 
D.G.  SNOOK,  A.C.S.I.,  Lie.  I.A.A.S. 

Works  Supervisor 
E.  VINALL 


Clerks  s 

Jo  EVANS 
A. A. Wo  CALLABY 

6g 


■/EL..TH  SECTION 
STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  r  232 

Population  (mid  year  1972  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  8*340 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1973  o03<>  ....  2,833 

Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1973  ooe9  -460*532 

Net  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1972/73  .00.  «...  £4,498 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  y0 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  97 

Rate  per  1,000  population  11  e6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5,0 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  20„0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  99 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  2 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  21 e0 


Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  22o0 

Illegitimate  "  ”  "  ”  Illegitimate  "  u 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  20o0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 
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The  Registrar  General5 s  estimate  of  the  population 
in  mid  1972  was  8,340,  a  decrease  of  30  on  the  comparable 
figure  for  1971°  The  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths 
was  27 o 


Births 


Live  births  shewed  a  fall  of  12  from  the  figure 
of  109  in  1971° 


Deaths 


There  was  little  variation  of  note  in  the  causes 
of  death  compared  with  previous  years  except  that  there 
were  no  deaths  of  residents  due  to  Road  Traffic  and  other 
accidents o  Included  in  the  total  of  deaths  from  Heart 
Disease  were  13  deaths  from  coronary  heart  disease 
(11  male  and  4  female  )0 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths- 


Male 


Heart  Disease  1.9 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease  10 

Other  circulatory  diseases  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and 
Thrombosis  10 

Pneumonia  3 

Bronchitis  and  other 
respiratory  diseases  4 

Congenital  Malformation 
Nephritis 


Road  Traffic  &  other  accidents 
Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system  - 

Suicide  « 

Leukaemia 

Diabetes  ~ 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach 

Other  defined  causes  3 


Female 

Total 

Ave0past 
five  years 

6 

21 

21 

3 

13 

13 

2 

3 

3 

3 

13 

12 

1 

4 

4 

1 

5 

2 

es 

— 

CD 

— 

CB» 

S3 

o 

OB 

- 

— 

C3S 

a 

as 

- 

css 

<u 

C3 

— 

1 

1 

SB 

3 

8 

q 

Deaths  from  Cancer?  -  13 

■1  '  «l  cii  nn  rr—  i  -  _-j»  m-ars  u 

Respiratory  -  4  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  -  3 

Breast  -  1  Uterus  -  Nil  Unclassified  -  5 
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Compar  a'on_  o f_  Arrina  1  Hates; 

The  following  tableshows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death 
Rates  and  Infant.  Mortality  Rates  since  1968,  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  England  &  Wales  for  19720 


The  rates  largely  continue  the  trend  of  previous 
years,  the  slight  rise  in  the  infant  mortality  rate 
resulting  from  the  fall  in  the  number  of  births a 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  two  infant  deaths  during  the  year  -  the 
same  number  as  in  the  previous  year  -  due  to  intestinal 
gangrene  (3  months)  »nd  sudden  death  in  infancy  -  the 
so  called  cot  death  at  9  months 0 


63 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received  during  the  year  s- 

4  Measles  1  Typhoid 

1  Infective  Jaundice 

One  again  the  District  enjoyed  a  year  of  freedom 
from  serious  infectious  disease*  The  notification  of 
Typhoid  Fever  relates  to  a  young  lady  who  contracted  her 
infection  while  travelling  abroad*  I  am  pleased  to  say 
she  made  a  complete  recovery  from  her  illness  and  no  other 
members  of  the  family  or  contacts  in  this  country  contracted 
the  disease o 


Tuberculosis 


No  fresh  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  received  during  the  year* 

The  Chest  Clinics  at  the  Queen  Elisabeth  II  Hospital, 
Welwyn  Garden  City  and  the  Lister  Hospital,  Hit chin, 
undertake  the  treatment  of  patients  in  Welwyn  and  the 
southern  part  of  the  District,  while  patients  from  the 
Mardley  Hill/Woolmer  Green  area  attend  Letchworth  Clinic  * 
Home  visiting  is  maintained  through  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors  and  the  Home  Nurses,  and  I  am.  again  grateful 
to  Miss  C,Fo  McMullen  far  advice  on  the  domiciliary  care 
of  patients  needing  the  support  of  the  social  services  * 

33  persons  continued  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Chest  Clinic  ( 1 k  male  and  19  female) 0 


There  was  a  satisfactorv  acceptance  for  B„C«G. 
vaccination  of  pupils  living  in  the  District  attending 
secondary  schools* 


Housing  Progress 

■p*  t-ii  n  _*s=r  jratrjgfeaat  »  -ta-jr  TX,  -■  A~ur =D 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr*  P»A*  Maidmenf,  Deputy  Clerk 
and  Rating  Officer  for  the  following  information  on 
certain  housing  projects  of  the  Council* 

Wiekfieid  Close,  Woolmer  Green 

The  remaining  bungalows  in  this  scheme  were  occupied 
during  the  year*  There  are  a  total  of  3?.  bungalows  at 
Wiekfieid  Close  for  occupation  by  elderly  and  infirm 
persons,  incorporating  a  welfare  centre  which  includes  a 
public  lounge,  a  kitchen  with  modern  facilities,  and 
hall  which  is  used  as  the  Headquarters  for  the  Woolmer  Green 
Over  60  Club  who  have  given  much  assistance  in  furnishing 
the  premises  with  money  they  have  raised  locally c 


Wickfield  Close,  Woolmer  Green  (Continued) 

Each  bungalow  is  fitted  with  an  alarm  system  connected 
directly  to  the  Warden's  unit  and  there  are  facilities 
for  ladies  hairdressing  and  chiropody  on  the  site., 
in  their  leisure  hours  the  residents  of  the  Close  can 
attend  handicraft  classes  supervised  by  an  instructor 
from  the  College  of  Further  Education  at  Stevenage,  and 
the  county  library  service  calls  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
each  weeko  A  coin  operated  launderette  service  is 
provided  for  use  by  residents  and  in  the  coming  year  it 
is  hoped  to  inaugurate  a  Luncheon  Clubo  The  scheme  is 
supervised  by  a  Warden  and  a  Deputy  Warden  and  provides 
comfortable  and  convenient  homes  for  the  elderly  people 
of  the  village o 

Cubitte  Close,  Digswell 

Four  bungalows  for  occupation  by  elderly  persons 
have  been  included  in  the  development  of  this  site  and 
should  be  available  for  letting  by  the  end  of  1973» 

Tudor  Road<,  Welwyn 

The  elderly  tenants  here  are  well  pleased  with 
the  convenient  and  easily  maintained  accommodation  which 
has  been  provided  for  them,,  Two  of  the  bungalows 
have  been  specially  adapted  for  occupation  by  disabled 
persons o 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  Rural  District  of  Welwyn 
is  provided  'by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  and  potable 
standards  have  again  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  the 
subject  of  this  report 0 

Quality  control  is,  as  usual,  high,  and  of  the  250 
bacteriological  and  9  chemical  samples  taken  during  the  year, 
all  conformed  to  the  standards  of  purity  considered  suitable 
for  public  supply 8 

Laboratory  facilities  have  also  been  made  available  by 
the  Company  for  the  testing  of  0 request0  samples,  from 
individual  premises,  during  the  year,  in  connection  with 
medical  enquiries®  Again,  the  water  supplies  were,  in  each 
case,  beyond  suspicion. 

The  Company 0  s  current  Report  states  that  during  the  past 
four  years  the  average  annual  rainfall  has  been  below  normal  and 
consequently  depletion  of  the  groundwater  resources  on  which 
the  Company0 s  supplies  largely  depend  has  taken  place 0 
They  ask  that  the  consumers  exercise  the  utmost  economy® 


Sewers  and  Sewerage 

The  free  service  of  cesspool  emptyings  up  to  a  maximum 

of  three  per  year  is  still  continued  for  properties  which 

have  no  main  sewer  availability 0  These  are  carried  out  on 

0* 

instruction,  by  private  contractor,  mainly  from  the  Rabley 
Heath  and  Ayot  Stc  Lawrence  areas 0 

The  main  sewerage  system  is  based  on  gravitation  from 
Woolmer  Green,  via  Oaklands  and  Mardley,  to  Welwyn  village 
centre  and  from  codicote  parish  (Hit chin  R.D.)  via  Fulling 
Mill  pumping  station  to  Welwyn  village  centre 0  Gravitation 
to  Welwyn  Village  centre  (Orchard  Road)  also  takes  place  from 
Ayot  Sto  Peter,  via  London  Road,  Welwyn  and  from  the  Hawbush/ 
School  Lane  areas®  Sewage  is  then  pumped  from  Orchard  Road, 
parallel  to  the  Hertford  Road  through  the  Mimram  valley, 
connecting  by  gravity  with  other  main  sewers  ea  route  for  the 
disposal,  works  at  Rye  Meads® 

A  further  main  sewer,  gravity  except  for  a  short  length 
at  Burnham  Wood,  runs  southwards  from  Burnham  Green  down  to 
the  Mimram  Valley,  in  Digswell ®  Most  of  the  foul,  water  sewage 
gallon&ge  from  the  District  passes  through  the  pumps  at 
Orchard  Road,  and  very  great  care  has  to  be  taken  to  achieve 
the  removal  of  foreign  matters,  mainly  rags,  cleaning  cloths 
and  items  of  wearing  apparel,  in  advance  of  the  pumps,  in 
order  to  avoid  stoppages  with  possible  resulting  damage® 

Continuing  vigilance,  ?  days  per  week,  is  now  necessary, 
as  items  which  should  be  placed  in  dustbins,  or  not  even 
disposed  of  by  the  Public  Cleansing  Authority  at  all,  have  to 
be  "screened  out",  in  order  that  the  pumping  equipment  is 
adequately  protected® 
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Sewers  and  Sewerage  (Continued) 


Rainwater  from  within  the  curtilages  of  the  older 
properties  in  the  areas,  is  still  heavily  increasing  the  foul 
water  sewer  gallonage  at  times  of  heavy  rainfall,  and  an 
intensive  survey  is  an  urgent  necessity,  when  an  adequate 
and  suitable  labour  team  is  available,  to  concentrate  on  this 
subject  alone o 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  was  again  carried  out  as  two  separate 
phases  - 

1 )  the  weekly  schedule  of  domestic  refuse  collection  - 
the  emptying  of  householders  bin  contents,  together 
with  lesser  trade  refuse  items  -  carried  out  by  one 
crew  using  35  cu  yd„  compression- type  heavy  goods 
vehicles,  and 

2)  the  support  service  available  on  specific  request, 
picking  up  bulky  household  discards,  with  a  normal 
two-man  crew,  using  a  variety  of  light  goods  vehicles. 

Two  mfein  changes  were  very  welcome  in  the  Nod  service, 
these  being  the  provision  by  the  Council  of  a  second,  or 
M stand-by"  vehicle,  on  long  term  hire  from  a  local  manufacturer, 
and  the  introduction  of  the  plastic  bin  liner  type  of  sack 
system  refuse  collection « 

The  second  vehicle  fulfilled  a  long  needed  want,  as  the 
inevitable  mechanical  failures  and  even  punctures,  can  now 
be  considered  routine  non  emergencies 0  Since  the  District 
size  is  small,  many  crew  man-hours  are  now  BEING  saved  by  a 
quick  switch  of  vehicles 0 

The  °sack  system8  was  introduced  as  a  Mondays  only  5 pilot 9 
scheme,  then  extended  through  to  midweeko  The  enthusiasm  of 
the  crew  was  very  marked,  and  the  ’pilot9  scheme  was  very 
quickly  escalated  to  a  complete  sack  system  throughout  the  week. 
The  co-operation  of  the  ratepayers  was  excellent  and  the 
change-over  very  smooth,  about  half  the  expense  of  bin  liners 
per  week  is  saved  in  labour  costs  with  the  full  co-operation 
of  the  men  concerned „ 

A  limited  number  of  filled  sacks  can  also  be  taken  to  the 
tip  in  an  open  lorry,  or  light  van,  when  litter  clearing 
campaigns  are  being  undertaken,  or  individual  complaints  of 
non-collection  investigated 0 

The  refuse  disposal  at  Mardley  Heath,  is  by  the  controlled 
tipping  method  in  accordance  with  the  system  used  for  about 
70 %  of  all  refuse  disposed  of  by  the  existing  local  authorities 
in  England  and  Wales „  This  method  brings  compensations 
and  problems  with  small  authorities.  Very  light  use  does  not 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  { Continued) 
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achieve  adequate  compaction ,  and  great  care  has  to  be  taken 
to  ensure  that  the  loaded  vehicle  does  not  5 bog  down0  on 
route  across  to  the  tipping  point 9  during  adverse  weather 
conditions „  On  the  other  hand  ?  covering  materials  last 
longer  than  with  a  busy  tip?  and  local  public  works 
contractors  have  been  able  to  stockpile  covering  materials  at 
Mardley  Heath  tip  free  of  charge,  almost  continuously  during 
the  year  of  this  report?  TO  MUTUAL  ADVANTAGE* 

The  working  face  has  been  continued  steadily  eastwards 
across  the  6  acres  of  the  tip  during  the  past  six  years?  in  a 
shallow  layer?  with  final  compaction  level  matching  the  profile 
of  the  9open  space0 land  outside  the  perimeter  of  the  fenced  area« 
Shallow  approved  filling  over  such  a  period  of  time  would  not  be 
possible  with  a  busy  tip  given  such  a  limited  areaQ 


Rodent  Control _of  damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^9 
Spmmm^y  -.f  W^rk  jd<>ne  period  let  jl^anacX-M  31st  December  1972 


1c  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification* 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

1)  Rats 
11 )  Mice 

20  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification * 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

±)  Rats 
11 )  Mice 


V  - — - f 

Type,  of  Property 
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Rodent  control  .is  carried  out  entirely  by  private  contract 
and  is  found  to  be  satisfactory o  Instructions  are  obtained 

regularly  by  the  private  operator  from  the  Council  Offices,  and 
liaison  maintained  as  necessary  from  day  to  day0 
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Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


On  the  analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises 
I  report  the  following  figures 


Offices 

361 

persons 

employed 

Retail  Shops 

69 

u 

it 

Catering  Establishments 

59 

it 

it 

Canteens 

20 

11 

tt 

509 

Total  Males 

Total  Females  235 


During  the  year  1972?  20  private  and  33  council  dwellings 
were  completed 0 

4l  private  dwellings  were  under  construction  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  and  49  at  the  end  of  the  yearc 


Improvement  Grants  -  Private  Sector 

The  following  figures  of  Grants  awarded  reflect  the  good 
private  housing  standard  generally  in  this  District  rather  than 
any  lack  of  enthusiasm  among  the  general  public  - 

9  Improvement  Grants  (Discretionary)  were  approved,  to  a 

total  grant  value  of  £3a6?4oOOo 

4  Standard  Grants  were  approved  to  a  total  grant  value 

of  £805 oOO,  all  owner  occupied 0 

The  figure  for  the  Discretionary  type  grant,  which  gives  an 
average  of  £408o00,  ranges  from  the  absolute  minimum  of  £50.00 
for  Damproofing  only  in  an  otherwise  modern  cottage,  to  two  cases 
of  the  £l,000o00  maximum  for  this  area,  both  for  conversions. 

Of  the  9  grant  awards,  one  only  was  for  the  provision  of  a  new 
tenancy,  five  were  for  continuing  owner  occupiers,  and  three  were 
for  new  owner  occupiers.  Whilst  nine  dwellings  have  emerged 
fully  in  accord  with  the  12  point  plan,  in  all  respects  fit, 
only  one  additional  dwelling  is  added  to  the  Housing  Stock  of  the 
district,  as  the  result  of  the  years  Discretionary  Improvement 
Grant  awards. 

Three  new  hot  water  supply  systems,  two  new  bathrooms  and 
in  one  instance,  a  sink  and  wash  hand  basin  only,  were  provided 
as  a  result  of  the  Standard  Grants, 
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Improvements  to  Council  Owned  Properties 

The  general  improvement  works  to  Council  dwellings  was 
continued  into  the  third  year,  during  1972,  bringing  the  total 
completions  to  145,  out  of  a  stock  of  246  pre-war  houses  at 
the  time  of  calculation * 

The  works  generally,  which  have  been  carried  out,  include 
provision  of  new  damp  proof  courses  -  renewal  of  ground  floors 
where  necessary  -  replacement  of  windows  -  installation  of  wash 
hand  basins  -  replacement  and  re-siting  of  W0C9s  and  baths  as 
required  -  plastering  for  the  first  time  of  kitchens,  larders 
and  some  "bathrooms  -  modernisation  and  improvement  of  hot  water 
systems,  including  boilers  -  and  associated  general  repairs* 


The  works  as  listed  have  been  carried  out  with  the 
householders  and  families  in  full  occupation,  and  resultant 
difficulties  have  inevitably  arisen,  where  no  single  member  of 
the  available  technical  staff  of  this  small  department  is  able 
to  concentrate  his  full  working  time  on  housing  improvement 
matters  alone 0 

Whilst  this  has  since  been  partially  rectified  by  the 
appointment  of  full-time  Clerk  of  Works  for  Housing  items, 
continuity  of  attendance  has  still  to  be  achieved* 

The  improvements  now  being  carried  out  are  providing 
enhanced  living  standards  for  the  occupiers  and  adding  valuable 
years  to  the  anticipated  life  of  the  dwellings  concerned* 

Space  heating  and  domestic  hot  water  by  gas,  was  installed 
in  32  O0P0  Bungalows  on  the  Queensway  Estate  during  1972,  and  a 
continuing  exercise  with  the  remainder  of  the  dwellings  in 
this  category  in  Council  ownership  is  being  proceeded  with. 

This  change-over  has  been  achieved  quickly  in  each  instance  by 
keeping  the  necessary  new  domestic  pipework  above  the  floor 
level  and  the  disturbance  caused  to  elderly  tenants  has  been 
minimal o  Grant  Facilities  have  been  available  to  the  Council 
for  these  conversions * 


Inspection  of  District 
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Housing  defects  (not  Cornell  Houses)  12 
Food  Premises  36 
Cesspools  10 
Trade  effluent  12 
Moveable  dwellings  1 8 
Statutory  Nuisances  24 
Slaughterhouses  Nil 
Bakeries  12 
Factories  70 
Improvement  Grants  (Private  sector)  96 
Building  Regulations  1440 
Petroleum  Acts  32 


Public  Health  Acts  1956  and  1961 
Building  Regulations 


190  Building  Plans  on  deposit  were  considered  and  decisions 
issued  in  1972  under  the  Building  Regulations,  in  connection 
with  the  combined  "Regulations  &  Planning"  total  of  433 
considered  during  the  year0  Technical  information  was 
supplied  in  respect  of  394  Solicitor's  Property  searches 
dealt  with  during  the  year  and  with  the  many  general  building 
enquiries  relevant  to  Local  Authority  Building  Control 
received  during  this  period 0 


Meat  and  Other  Inspection 


The  following  food  was  surrendered  at  retail  shops  and 
canteens  in  the  district  during  the  year,  as  being  unfit  for 


human  consumption  s- 

7 

lbs  0  of  Semolina 

-  Tainted 

24 

IbSo  of  Chuck  Steak 

-  Bone  taint 

4 

lbs.  Peeled  Tomatoes 

-  Unsound 

18 

lbs.  Leg  of  Pork 

-  Bruising 

162 

lbs.  Hindquarter  Beef 

-  Bone  taint 

36 

lbs.  Chuck  Steak 

-  Bone  taint 
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Appendix  to  Dlstr  Uvi^  Reports : 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  U.D0Co 

Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 .  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  cases  in  whieh 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

1 

1 

Particulars 

(1) 

Fb'dnd 

\C,J 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H0M0 
Inspector 
(4) 

>rred 

By  H„M0 
Inspector 

(5) 

 .  ... . 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Sanitary 
Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

GO 

eta 

a 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

9 

q 

* 

i 

“ 

■» 

Other  offences 

' 

=o 

coo 

— 

Total 

9 

9 

| 

- 



L _ _ 

3.  OUTWORKERS 5 


Making  wearing  apparel 


Appendix  to  District  Reports;  (Continued) 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961  -  HATFIELD  R.D.C. 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 .  INSPECTIONS 


1 

Number 

Number  of 

1 

1 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1s2j3*4  and  j 
6  are  to  be  enforced  1 
by  Local  Authority 

1 

1 

w 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Secto  7  is  , 

enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

124 

1l8 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  -ecto  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (exclo  out¬ 
workers5  premises) 

Total 

12.5 

119 

- 

— 

2*  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


1 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects 

were  found 

Number  of  cases 

j  Referred 

in  which 

To  H.M. 

By  H„M. 

prosecutions 

Particulars 

Fcmd 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were  instituted 

(1)  1 

(a) 

1?) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Sanitary 

3 

3 

u* 

— 

— 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

. 

— 

Total 

6 

6 

- 

- 

3„  OUTWORKERS: 


Making  wearing  apparel  149 
Making  curtains  and  furniture  hangings  8 
Brush  making  1 
Making  stuffed  toys  1 


159 
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FACTORIES  ACT 9  1961  -  WELWYN  RoD„C0 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 0  INSPECTIONS 


?  ! 
t 

s 

y 

Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cased 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

I 

Found 

(2) 

j 

Referred 

To  H0M0  j  By  H.M. 
Remedied  Inspector  ' Inspector 

(3)  W  {5) 

L .  .  _  _  J 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  ©r 

defective  | 

Other  offences  - 

as  0 

CSB  CE3 

- - 

" 

1 

•mo 

j  Total 

i  "  " 

. | 

| 

3  o  OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel  -  1 


HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


WELWYN  DIVISION  -  HEALTH  SERVICES  a  1972 
1  o  Admirals  trati  on 


It  is  fortunate  that  the  Divisional  staff  -  both 
administrative  and  professional  -  have  continued  with  few 
changes  throughout  the  year  0  Following  publication  of 
the  Government 0 s  white  paper*  on  the  reorganisation  of  the 
Health  Service  in  the  summer 9  the  opportunity  has  been 
taken  to  keep  the  staff  informed  of  the  administrative 
changes  envisaged  and  to  obtain  places  for  senior  members 
of  the  staff  on  short  intensive  training  courses  to  acquaint 
them  with  seme  of  the  problems  which  will  be  met  in  setting 
up  an  integrated  health  care  service o 


In  the  Spring  Dr®  B0E„  Powe  was  appointed  senior 
clinical  medical  officer  for  child  health  work  and  given  the 
opportunity  to  prepare  a  detailed  scheme  of  development 
screening  for  young  children  which  was  introduced  in  June, 
Just  prior  to  this  she  was  responsible  for  setting  up  a 
child  health  assessment  unit  at  Gooseacre  Health  Centre  in 
conjunction  with  Dr<>  A0  Shurz,  consul  taut  paediatrician 
at  the  Queen  Elisabeth  II  Hospital®  A  full  report  on  the 
working  arrangements  of  this  unit  with  details  of  the  type 
of  handicap  presented  for  assessment  is  given  by  Dr®  Powe 
in  her  report o  Dr0  Rigby  continues  to  undertake  the 
specialised  medical  work  for  handicapped  children  of  sahool 
age  in  the  Division 0 


Drug  Abuse  in  Mid  Hertfordshire 
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Drug  taking  by  young  persons  continued  to  present  a 
fickle  and  changing  pattern  depending  upon  the  behaviour 
trends  produced  by  the  demands  of  modern  society  within  the 
family  and  community 9  and  the  availability  of  drugs » 

During  1972  the  availability  of  heroin  from  the  Central 
London  area  was  substantially  reduced  following  intensive 
police  action o  The  injecting  of  heroin  thus  remains  mainly 
confined  to  the  group  of  long  established  drug  takers  which 
tends  slowly  to  decline  in  numbers  as  they  find  the  drug 
increasingly  expensive  and  difficult  to  obtain®  Some  are 
now  making  determined  efforts  to  overcome  their  addiction 
with  the  help  of  medical  care  and  social  work  support  while 
others  now  regular  attenders  at  the  addiction  clinic  have 
reduced  their  drug  needs  while  making  determined  efforts  to 
establish  their  family  and  working  relationships  on  a  sound 
basis®  Unfortunately  morale  and  determination  can  readily 
wane  so  the  path  to  rehabilitation  for  these  young  people 
seems  strewn  with  overwhelming  hazards 9  particularly  the 
temptation  to  drink  to  excess  in  an  attempt  to  overcome  their 
feeling  of  social  inadequacy®  Those  who  fail  to  achieve 
any  lasting  improvement  can  be  identified  as  a  relatively  small 
group  of  deviant  and  inadequate  critics  of  the  society  in  which 
they  find  themselves  unable  to  achieve  a  worthwhile  role  ® 


2 ®  Drug  Abuse  in  Mid  Hertfordj^rLrg (Continued) 

Increasingly  ostracised  by  their  families  and  friends,  they 
seek  temporary  support  in  small  groups  from  place  to  place 
causing  concern  to  the  housing  authorities  and  needing 
occasional  urgent  support  from  the  social  workers  and 
voluntary  supporting  agencies 0  One  or  two  such  groups 
containing  married  couples  with  children  have  required 
particularly  careful  supervision  by  the  social  workers 
and  a  selected  health  visitor  who  have  protected  the 
children  while  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  complete  break 
up  of  the  home  until  the  immediate  problems  are  overcome « 
Sooner  or  later  these  deviants  run  into  difficulties  with 
the  law  ami  are  sentenced  to  periods  of  detention  so  the 
membership  of  the  groups  and  relationships  within  the 
group  slowly  change  occasionally  for  the  better <»  The 
element  of  display  and  the  problem  of?  injecting  in  public 
places  which  caused  such  concern  two  or  three  years  ago 
has  now  largely  disappeared  so  that  the  practices  of  these 
injectors  are  not  advertised  so  blatantly® 

The  smoking  of  cannabis  by  groups  of  friends  mainly 
between  lb  -and  22  years  of  age  continues  to  be  prevalent 
either  in  the  teenager°s  own  room  at  home  or  surreptitiously 
elsewhere o  In  spite  of  the  warnings  given  by  eminent 
authorities  there  are  many  parents  who  either  condone  or 
turn  a  blind  eye  to  the  evidence  of  cannabis  smoking  by 
young  persons  in  the  home  and  who  make  inadequate  attempts 
to  meet  their  children cs  protestations  regarding  the 
harmlessness  of  cannabis  by  providing  more  mature  advice 
regarding  the  undesirable  long  term  effects  of  reefer  smoking. 

The  availability  of  amphetamine  tablets  has  steadily 
declined  now  that  the  prescribing  of  preparations  containing 
amphetamine  has  almost  ceased®  Early  in  1972  the  police 
department  expressed  concern  regarding  the  amount  of 
amphetamine  in  Hertfordshire  following  a  break  in,  but  the 
recent  situation  has  shown  a  gradual  decline  in  the 
availability  of  this  group  of  stimulants®  In  Hatfield  the 
sniffing  of  adhesive  glue  (Evostiok)  is  reported  now  and  again 
among  young  people  of  14  «  18  years  of  age®  This  produces 
a  temporary  stimulus  similar  to  amphetamines,  the  main  cause 
for  concern  being  the  ready  availability  in  shops  to  younger 
children,  some  still  of  school  age®  Little  publicity  has 
been  given  to  this  habit  as  this  could  well  lead  to  an 
extension  of  the  practice  cuid  it  has  been  left  to  staffs  of 
schools  and  youth  leaders  in  clubs  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
and  give  prompt  warnings  where  necessary® 

While  the  use  of  hallucinatory  drugs,  particularly  LSD, 
cannot  be  said  to  be  a  real  problem  as  yet,  there  has  been  a 
gradual,  increase  in  the  availability  of  LSD  throughout  the 
County  over  the  past  18  months,  particularly  the  micro  dot 
tablets o  In  the  majority  of  instances  the  LSD  is  taken  as 
an  experiment  or  thrill  by  young  people  seeking  to  experience 
the  bizarre  psychic  release®  They  usually  lose  interests 
after  two  or  three  such  episodes  without  incurring  any  serious 
harm®  The  main  danger  from  LSD  would  seem  to  be  the  acute 
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risk  of  accident  and  injury  while  the  young  person  is 
•anier  the  influence  of  the  LSD  when  judgement  and  orientation 
are  impaired  and  also  the  extreme  terror  and  alarm  which 
can  arise  through  the  so  called  ’"bad  tripn®  This  is 
extremely  unpleasant  and  leaves  the  subject  mentally 
rattled  and  alarmed  for  several  weeks 0  With  more  frequent 
use  of  the  drug  a  serious  .form  of  nbad  trip''*  can  occur  when 
T<3D  produces  a  psychotic  state  and  in  a.  proportion  of  persons 
this  psychotic  disturbance  can  continue  for  a  long  time  with 
the  oecasiona  .  "return  trip"  when  some  of  the  feelings 
experienced  under  the  USD  seem  to  come  back  to  the  mind 
leaving  the  person  alarmed  and  disorientated o  There  is 
no  evidence  that  Mid  Herts  is  more  heavily  involved  with 
USD  than  the  rest  of  the  County  and  psychiatrist  report  that 
there  has  as  yet  been  no  increase  in  referrals  oi  young 
people  in  psychiatric  difficulties  due  to  the  taking  of  LSD. 

With  the  increasing  scarcity  of  heroin  and  amphetamines 
many  young  people  caught  up  in  the  drug  scene  turn  to  a  wide 
variety  of  barbiturate,  hypnotic  and  sedative  drugs  in  -an 
effort  to  overcome  their  emotional  problems,  feelings  of 
social  inadequacy  and  physical  ailments 0  Usually  the 
drugs  are  selected  according  to  availability  with  scant 
attention  to  the  quantity  taken  and  the  hasards  of  taking 
several  potent  drugs  and  excessive  drinking  at  the  same  time. 


Attendance  at  the  addiction  centre  in  Welwyn  Garden  City 
improved  early  in  the  year,  a  total  of  6.3  young  persons 
seeking  advice  and  support  throughout  the  year.  The  staff 
at  the  centre  has  been  increased  to  meet  this  additional 
workload  providing  a  link  with  the  whole  range  of  treatment 
and  rehabilitation  by  the  hospital,  social  workers,  hoe  Hill 
House  and  voluntary  services,  Fifty-two  young  persons  were 
admitted  to  the  psychiatric  wing  of  the  Queen  Elisabeth  II 
Hospital  during  1972  for  treatment  of  their  drug  addiction, 
where  usually  there  are  some  6  -  8  under  treatment  at  any  one 
time  for  periods  of  3  -  8  weeks,  Although  volatile  and 
unpredictable  in  their  behaviour  they  usually  co-operate  well 
in  their  early  withdrawal  from  drags  with  the  help  of  an 
experienced  team  of  psychiatrists,  nurses  and  social  workers. 


At  Roe  Hill  House  determined  efforts  were  made  throughout 
the  year  to  build  up  the  number  of  residents  engaged  in  group 
activities  at  first  largely  confined  to  the  centre  and  under 
close  supervision,  later  extending  into  outside  rehabilitative 
occupation  and  placement  in  work  situations.  The 
applications  arc  considered  at  the  fortnightly  meetings  of  the 
election  panel  consisting  of  the  staff  of  the  house,  with  a 
consultant  psychiatrist,  a  representative  of  the  Richmond 
*  fellowship  and  senior  officers  of  the  Health  and  Social  Services 
Departments,  the  majority  of  the  referrals  being  from  the 
psychiatric  wing  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  TX  Hospital  where  the 
applicants  have  been  undergoing  medical  treatment  .for  withdrawal 
from  drug  taking.  In  the  absence  of  any  firm  requirement 
to  remain  at  the  house  for  the  full  length  of  time  necessary 
for  rehabilitation  the  majority  of  residents  find  themselves 
unable  to  accept  the  terms  laid  down  for  continue u  residence 
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after  2-3  months  and  leave,  some  to  return  later  for  a 
further  stay,  others  to  relapse  quickly  to  their  former  ways. 
It  has  therefore  not  proved  possible  to  build  up  the  group 
above  6-8  residents  with  frequent  changes  in  membership 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  those  who  have  joined  the  group 
for  only  a  short  period  or  a  return  stay,  obtain  lasting 
benefit  from  their  residence  at  the  house. 

Dr.  Hedley,  the  Warden  of  the  house,  resigned  at  the  end 
of  the  year  on  taking  up  addiction  work  at  a  hospital  centre 
in  London. 


Mention  should  be  made  of  the  support  provided  by 
Mr.  Harper  the  unattached  social  worker  and  Miss  Sheppard 
special  social  worker  for  the  young  so  deeply  involved  with 
helping  forlorn  young  people  in  acute  difficulties  throughout 
the  year.  The  activities  at  Bridges  and  the  advice  and 
understanding  provided  there  are  often  the  sole  immediate 
refuge  and  support  for  the  few  who  by  their  own  efforts  fail 
to  avert  complete  breakdown  and  rejection  by  their  families 
and  fellow  drug  takers.  Temporary  dormitory  facilities 
for  those  unable  to  find  refuge  were  made  available  at 
Bridges  during  the  year. 


The  Heads  of  all  schools  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  are  now 
well  aware  of  the  direct  problems  and  most  schools  have 
incorporated  regular  advice  on  the  dangers  of  drug  taking  as 
part  of  their  personal  and  community  relationships  courses. 

Several  of  the  Heads  have  expressed  concern  at  the  increasing 
number  of  children  in  secondary  schools  who  seem  to  be  at  risk 
of  drug  taking,  especially  those  from  broken  homes,  and  homes 
where  parents  do  not  provide  the  continued  support  and  guidance 
which  their  children  undoubtedly  need  during  the  difficult 
years  of  adolescence. 

The  Mid  Herts  Working  Party  has  played  a  very  important 
part  in  general  publicity  this  yea r.  The  regular  meetings  are 

well  attended  and  addresses  given  by  leading  authorities  on 
the  drugs  situation  at  the  Girls0  Grammar  School,  Hatfield  in  the 
Spring  were  well  received  by  a  porfessional  group  of  some 
4b  teachers,  doctors  and.  social  workers.  The  Working  Party 
has  a  very  successful  parents  group,  arranges  to  review  literature 
and  films  relating  to  drug  taking  and  produces  the  Drug  Scene, 
a  six-monthly  news  letter  with  information  provided  mainly  from 
people  working  on  the  drug  scene  in  Mid  Hertfordshire. 

Reviewing  the  progress  achieved  during  1972  gives  ground 
for  confidence  in  the  future  for  the  interest  of  professional 
staff,  voluntary  workers  and  the  general  public  has  been  well 
maintained  with  co-ordinated  effort  over  the  whole  range  of 
preventive  and  rehabilitative  activities.  The  availability  of 
heroin  has  been  reduced  and  there  has  been  no  extension  of  the 
habit  of  injecting  addictive  drugs  by  young  people.  The  use  of 
cannabis  and  the  hallucinogens,  particularly  LSD,  may  shortly 
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decline  as  the  fashion  for  experimenting  with  these  drugs 
declines  to  be  balanced  unfortunately  by  young  people  at 
parties  drinking  to  excess 0  The  Working  Group  is 
particularly  valuable  for  its  contribution  to  publicity  and 
education  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  for  it  is  surely  in  this 
direction  that  our  efforts,  especially  in  schools  and  among 
parents  of  young  children,  will  produce  the  most  promising 
and  lasting  results 0 


3 «  Mid,  Herts,  SmokiRjg.^o^e_c_t 

The  main  purpose  of  this  educational  drive  launched  in 
September  1971  and  continued  throughout  1972  was  to  attempt 
to  persuade  smokers  to  lock  more  closely  at  the  reasons  for 
smoking  in  the  expectation  that  they  would  thereby  come  to  a 
decision  to  stop  or  at  least  to  modify  their  smoking  habits 
to  make  them  less  injurious  to  health®  Mr®  Evans  the  County 
Health  Education  Officer  was  responsible  for  much  of  the 
detailed  work  involved  in  arranging  the  three  main  projects 
in  the  drive  s 


Ac  The  Avdel  Smoking  Project 

B0  The  Midc  Herts  Secondary  Schools  Smoking  Survey 
Co  Publicity  and  Educational  Drive® 


Avdel  Smoking  Project  -  This  was  the  first  occasion  in 
which  the  Divisional  Medical.  Officer  and  the  local  authority 
Health  Education  Staff  have  been  involved  directly  with  the 
management  ana'  staff  of  a  large  industrial  factory  in  a  health 


survey  of  the  employees® 

Avdel  is  a  modern  factory  situated  in  Welwyn  Garden  City 
concerned  with  the  manufacture  of  a  wide  range  of  industrial 
fasteners o  The  two  main  reasons  for  the  survey  were  to 
determine  the  number  of  employees  in  the  factory  who  smoked 
and  how  much  they  smoked,  and  secondly  to  examine  the  attitudes 
of  all  employees  to  the  smoking  project®  With  the  co-operation 
of  the  management  a  period  of  intensive  publicity  regarding 
the  smoking  habit  was  introduced  into  the  factory  after  which  a 
sample  (lf>8)  of  the  employees  gave  their  opinions  so  that 
changes  in  habit  and  attitude  resulting  from  the  publicity 
within  the  factory  could  be  assessed®  The  following  two 
tables  provide  information  regarding  the  change  of  smoking 
habit  and  the  number  of  cigarettes  smoked  before  and  after  the 
project,  although  one  should  make  it  clear  that  the  findings  in 
this  survey  reflected  short  term  changes  in  smoking  patterns® 
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3 o  Mid  Herts e  Smoking  Project  (Continued) 

TYPES  OF  SMOKERS 


Table  I 


Cigarette  smokers 
Cigar  smokers 
Pipe  smokers 


Before  the 


After  the  Project 


56.1% 
2*2% 
5*1% 
62  *7% 


48  02% 

3,W 

9.2 % 

6l  .0% 


NUMBER  OF  CIGARETTES  SMOKED 


Table  II 


Before  the  Project  After  the  Project 


0-10 
11  -  15 
1 6  -  20 
20+ 


cigarettes 

per 

day 

12. 6% 

13.6% 

cigarettes 

per 

day 

6*1% 

19  M 

cigarettes 

per 

day 

22*2% 

7.6% 

cigarettes 

per 

day 

\5*0% 

7M 

The  later  survey  indicates  that  somewhere  in  Avdel 
there  are  40  people  who  have  given  up  smoking  althogether  as  a 
result  of  the  intensive  drive,  another  40  who  have  effectively 
cut  down  the  number  of  cigarettes  they  smoke,  and  an  indeterminate 
number  who  have  switched  to  a  pipe  or  cigars.  This  reduction 
in  smoking  within  the  factory,  although  so  far  only  reflecting 
temporary  changes,  can  be  rated  as  a  modest  success  as  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  employees  now  have  a  better 
understanding  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  smoking 
and  how  to  give  up  the  habit,  and  there  are  also  many  who  are 
hoping  to  make  a  definite  decision  to  give  it  up.  One 
interesting  finding  in  this  survey  was  that  the  number  of 
cigarettes  smoked  tended  to  decline  as  one  passed  from  the 
workbench  where  many  of  the  tasks  are  repetitive  and  lack  interest 
to  the  higher  grades  of  skilled  employee  and  administrative  staff, 
and  that  among  the  clerical  staff  there  existed  small  groups 
where  cigarette  smoking  was  openly  shunned « 


Mid  Herts  „  Secondary  J5  cho  o  1 jg  Sury ey  -  Of  the  twelve 
secondary  schools  in  the  Division  ten  accepted  invitations  to 
take  part  in  a  survey  of  the  smoking  habits  of  pupils,  the 
sample  being  selected  by  taking  the  third  name  on  each  class 
register „  A  total  of  2,178  children  completed  the  questionnaire 
of  which  8?  were  rejected  as  unsatisfactory.  The  inclusion  of 
a  large  girls5  secondary  school  in  the  sample  produced  a 
preponderance  of  female  pupils,  there  being  1,113  females  and 
987  males,  the  age  breakdown  of  the  samples  being: 
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3*  M id  N pyjr.&j.  Smoking  Pro ;i e c t  ( C one Ir.ne d ) 


Under 

12 

years 

-  193 

Under 

16 

years  * 

320 

»? 

13 

tt 

-  389 

99 

17 

it 

221 

*9 

14 

»j 

-  4 10 

91 

18 

u  = 

101 

tt 

13 

99 

~  401 

It 

19 

it 

36 

The  results  of  the  survey  are  given  in  the  following 

tables  s 


TOTAL  PREVALENCE  OF 


SMOKING 


463  U202%) 
1*619  (77  M) 

SEX  DISTRIBU 


were  smokers 
were  non-smokers 

TION  OF  SMOKERS 


MALE 

SMOKEP.S  a 

223  (23 

0Cv:o  of  male 

population) 

FEMALE 

SMOKERS  » 

240  (21 

ak%  0?  female  population) 

AMOUNT 

SMOKED 

igarettes  smoke' 

1  per  we  1] ' 

Total 

%  age  of 

Boys 

Girls 

all  smokers 

1-10 

248 

33  0^ 

109 

139 

11  -  20 

64 

13. 056 

29 

33 

21  -  30 

30 

10. 7# 

32 

18 

31  “  40 

36 

0  a  6% 

17 

14 

4l  -  30 

31 

6  e  6 % 

14 

17 

over  30 

4i 

808^ 

24 

17 

SMOKERS  AGS 


DISTRIBUTION  A  .'ID  AMOUNT  SMOKED 


Amount  Smoked 

Per  Week 

11  12  13 

Aga 

14 

in  Tears 

15 

16  1 

17 

18 

1  -  10 

9  39  4? 

61 

49 

34 

n 

t 

6 

11  -  20 

1  3  8 

18 

2,9 

6 

2 

1 

21  ~  30 

2  6 

8 

16 

C 

8 

3 

31  -  40 

3  2 

0 

11 

5 

3 

* 

fc 

41  -  30 

1  3 

4 

*3  4 

1  U 

6 

3 

1 

over  30 

“•«=»«■» 

Q 

/ 

9 

9 

9 

3 

%  age  of 

Age  Group 

5.2$  12.4$  15. 

6/6  26 

37.85 

6  17*456 

31  » 

3/6  33 « 0/6 

COMPARISON  OF  RESULTS 

WITH  NATIONAL  SURVEY 

Age  in  Tears 

Mid  Herts 0  Survey  1972 

Government  Social  Survey  1966 

11 

7  «  —/o 

456 

A2 

12a 

9% 

13 

1 5  *  656 

rr/o 

14 

26. 

27 % 

15 

37.85*5 

2856 
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3.  Mid  Jjerts  .  Smoking  ^ 

INCIDENCE  OF  SMOKING  RELATED  TO  PARENTAL  HABITS 

Mothers 

From  825  smoking  mothers  there  were  22.  smoking  children  (26.7%) 
From  1,233  non-smoking  mothers  there  were  233  smoking  children  (19.6%) 

Fathers 

f«rfW4M!P3.  -ac 33 

From  1 ,149  smoking  fathers  there  were  280  smoking  children  (24.3%) 
From  904  non-smoking  fathers  there  were  171  smoking  children  (18.9%) 

The  survey  disclosed  considerable  variation  in  the  amount 
of  cigarette  smoking  among  pupils  which  reflected  the  strictness 
with  which  smoking  was  viewed  in  some  classes  compared  with 
others e  The  greatest  percentage  increase  in  numbers  first 
smoking  appeared  to  occur  on  entry  to  secondary  school  and  between 
13  and  14  years  of  age  while  the  smoking  habits  of  parents,  as 
would  be  expected,  were  a  major  influence  on  the  children's 
i.tude  to  smoking  o 

Publicity  -  The  press  co-operated  well  in  the  general  publicity 
and  several  of  the  general  practice  groups  arranged  anti-emoking 
displays  at  their  practice  premises  with  the  assistance  of  the 
health  visitors .  An  ansaphone  recording  giving  advice  on  how 
to  reduce  the  smoking  habit  was  provided  and  given  publicity  during 
the  campaign  and  31  am  grateful  to  Mrs.  Marjorie  Proops  for  kindly 
consenting  to  record  a  message  for  this. 

4  o  Impr oved_  hyaisjpn  in  ,_the  jferaing  Services 

Miss  M.Go  Pritchard,  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  reports  that 
1972  has  seen  many  changes  in  the  nursing  service  improving  the 
liaison  between  the  hospital  and  community  nursing  services. 

Miss  Pritchard  and  Miss  Whelan,  Senior  Nursing  Officer  at  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  IT  Hospital,  have  met  frequently  to  discuss  future 
arrangements.  Miss  Whelan  and  Miss  Beaveridge,  Senior  Nursing 
Officer,  Midwifery,  attended  a  full  staff  meeting  of  Local  Authority 
staff  and  both  spoke  about  co-operation  and  continuity  of  patient 
care  in  their  respective  fields.  Midwives  from  the  Local 
Authority  working  in  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  catchment  area  have 
each  spent  one  week  in  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  Maternity 
Department  preparing  to  deliver  in  hospital  their  own  patients 
booked  for  early  discharge. 

Miss  Tomkies  and  Miss  Robson,  Local  Authority  Nursing  Officers, 
have  visited  the  Nursing  Officers  and  Medical  Social  Worker  in  the 
hospital  and  held  several  discussions  which  led  to  Miss  Tomkies 
visiting  the  Children’s  Ward  and  Da ten worth  and  Digswell  Wards 
(geriatric  wards)  on  a  regular  basis  every  Tuesday.  Miss  Tomkies 
notes  every  child  in  the  Children’s  Ward  and  informs  the  Health 
Visitor  concerned  of  the  nature  of  the  child's  illness  and  progress. 
The  Medical  Social  Worker  is  notified  of  certain  cases  on  Digswell 
and  Datchworth  Wards  but  Miss  Tomkies  makes  note  of  all  the 
remaining  patients  to  be  discharged  and  refers  them  to  Health 
Visitors  who  then  visit  the  patients  at  home  to  see  if  they  require 
any  of  the  community  services.  We  are  using  the  first  100  of  these 
patients  as  a  trial  to  see  how  many  are  discharged  as  independent 
but  in  fact  do  require  some  service. 
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5 •  The  Work  of  the  Child  Health  Assessment  Unit 

This  unit  was  started  in  April  1972  following  the 
appointment  of  Dr,  B.E»  Powe  as  Senior  Clinical  Medical 
Officer  with  special  responsibilities  for  children  under 
five  years  of  age,  and  in  October  1972  the  Assessment  Team 
was  joined  by  the  paediatrician  to  the  ^ueen  Elizabeth  II 
and  Lister  Hospitals, 


The  present  team  consists  of  s 


Dr,  A,  Shurz  -  Paediatrician 

Dr,  B„2o  Powe  -  Senior  Clinical  Medical  Officer 
Mrs,  D0  Randall  ~  Speech  Therapist 
Miss  Jo  Robson  -  Nursing  Officer 

who  work  in  close  collaboration  with  i 


Dr,  Jo  Anderson  -  Child  Psychiatrist 


Mrs,  M, A,  Gregory) 
Mrs,  A. Mo  Smith  ) 


Educational  Psychologists 


The  Assessment  Unit  is  held  weekly  at  Gooseacre  Health 
Centre,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  and  monthly  at  the  Queensway 
Health  Centre,  Hatfield,  and  members  of  the  team  see 
children  at  home  or  in  a  nursery  unit  as  necessary. 


Children  may  be  referred  to  the  unit  by  the  paediatrician, 
general  practitioner  or  medical  officer  in  the  Department 

of  Health, 


TABLE  I 

Source  of  Referral  to  the  Assessment  Unit 

Paediatrician  ->  10 

General  Practitioner  -  2 

Medical  Officer  (in  Dept,  of  Health)  =13 

Speech  Therapist  in  the  Unit  -  3 

TOTAL  28 


Health  visitors,  speech  therapists  or  social  workers 
may  often  be  the  first  to  recognise  the  child  with  a  handicap 
through  their  close  work  with  children  and  parents,  and  by 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  medical  practitioner  to  the 
problem  play  an  important  role  in  procuring  a  full  assessment 
of  the  child  and  his  needs. 

Since  starting  the  Unit  in  1972,  28  children  have  been 
referred  for  full  assessment,  the  majority  of  the  children 
suffering  from  severe  handicapping  conditions. 
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5.  The  Work  of  the  Child  Health  Assessment  Unit  (Continued) 


TABLE  II 


Diagnosis  or  Type  of  Case  Referred 


Spina  bifida 


Sncephalocoele  <»  1 

Microcephaly  -  1 

Skeletal  defects  ■=»  1 

(Freeman -Sheldon,  Syndrome ) 

Congenital  heart  -  2 

Hypothyroidism  -  1 

Tuberose  sclerosis  -  1 

Choreo-athetosis  -  1 

High  blood  lead  level  »  1 

Severe  mental  retardation  and  «  1 

growth  failure 


Hunter’s  Syndrome  -  1 

(Mucopolysaccharidosis  XI) 

Dystrophia  rayotonica  -  1 

Hypsarrythmia  -  1 

Severe  dysphasia  -  1 


Speech  and  language  difficulties  -  5 
Retardation  of  unknown  aetiology  -  2 


Battered  baby  Syndrome  -  1 
Behaviour  problem  -  1 
Educational  difficulties  -  2 
Cortical  blindness  -  1 


with 
showing  the  high 


Cerebral  gigantism  -  1 

( Soto 0  s  Syndrome ) 

Amongst  the  28  children  there  were  79  major  handicaps 
a  possible  further  14  still  not  fully  assessed 
incidence  of  multiple  handicaps  among  there  children 


TABLE  III 


TYPE  OF  HANDICAP 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
OF  CHILDREN 
SEEN 

NUMBER 

WITH 

HANDICAP 

NUMBER  WITH 

POSSIBLE 

HANDICAP 

percsntag; 

INCIDENCE 
OF  HANDICA 

Delayed  language 

Development 

28 

22 

79* 

Ar  t I culat ion  defect 

28 

3 

11  # 

Mental  retardation 

28 

14 

(8) 

50* 

Motor  delay  below  level 
of  General  Quotient 

28 

11 

39* 

Manipulative  difficulty  below 
level  of  General  Quotient 

28 

3 

11# 

Visual  defect 

28 

11 

39# 

Hearing  defect 

CO 

Cvj 

3 

(6) 

11#+ 

Hyperkinetic  behaviour 

28 

6 

21# 

Fits 

28 

6 

21# 

TOTAL 

28 

79 

(14) 
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5  o  TV;  wnk  ■he  Chill  ri.'_Soer>3Pient  Unit  (Continued) 

79^  of  the  children  were  suffering  from  delayed  language 
development  equal  to  or  greater  than  2  standard  deviations 
below  the  norm,  on  the  Reynell  Language  Scale,  which  is  supportive 
evidence  of  the  need  to  have  a  speech  therapist  as  a  member  of 
the  team  both  In  •  ssesoment  and  in  planning  a  language  programme 
for  these  children o 


Over  505o  of  the  children  were  probably  mentally  retarded  „ 


TABLE  PI 

DEVELOPMENTAL  NUMBER  OF 
LCVEL  EXPRESSED  CHILDREN 
AS  A  PERCENTAGE  SEEN 
OF  THE  NORM 


0 

-  50 

29 

7  Uh) 

7(+4) 

51 

-  75 

29 

7  ( ) 

cm 

7(+4) 

76 

-  100 

29 

1  (+5) 

0 

2(+3) 

101 

-  120 

29 

0  (+1  j 

CD 

0(+l) 

121 

-  1  f;0 

29 

CB 

1 

1 

ASSESSMENT  BY 
DEVELOPMENTAL 
GENERAL 

QUOTIENT 


\SSESSMENT  BY 
INTELLIGENCE 
QUOTIENT 


PERCENTAGE 
OF  NUMBER 
SEEN 


TOTAL 


The  majority  of  these  children  were  so  handicapped  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  obtain  an  accurate  figure  for  intellectual  ability, 
but  the  General  Quotient  on  the  Ruth  Griffiths  Mental  Development 
Scale  v;  taken  as  a  guide  to  their  present  level  of  functioning; 
in  some  of  the  children  an  accurate  figure  for  a  General  Quotient 
was  not  obtained  due  to  a  wi.de  scatter  of  results  making  the 
results  unreliable,  or  due  to  hyperkinetic  behaviour  on  the  part 
of  the  child  making  formal  testing  impossible;  in  these  cases 
the  probable  level  of  ability  was  estimated  from  overall  observations 
by  the  team  and  the  number  included  in  brackets  in  Table  IV  0 


In  two  of  the  more  able  children  accurate  assessment  of 
Intel 1  actual  ability  was  carried  out  by  the  educational  psychologist 
and  many  of  the  children  seen  may  have  assessment  of  educational 
needs  when. recommended  by  the  psychologist « 

The  aims  of  the  Child  Health  Assessment  Unit  should  be  based 
on  an  interdisciplinary  (rather  than  multidisciplinary)  approach 
to  the  handicapped  child,  and  since  starting  the  Unit  in  1972 
there  has  been  very  close  collaboration  between  the  hospital 
paediatrician,  therapists,  nurses  and  staff  in  the  Health  and 
Social  Services  Departments 0  The  Child  Health  Assessment  Unit  is 
not  only  responsible  for  diagnosis  and  assessment  of  needs,  but  also 
responsible  for  helping  to  meet  the  needs  of  children  and  the 
families  of  the  handicapped  child,  by  counselling,  group  work  with 
parents,  combining  with  therapists  ana  teachers  in  planning  programmes 
suitable  for  the  developmental  level  of  the  child  end  his  disability 
in  order  to  develop  his  potential  to  the  full  and  to  advise  on 
medical  and  nursing  care« 


L 
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3 •  The  Work  of  the  Child  Health  Assessment  Unit  (Continued) 

At  present  there  is  a  lack  of  unification  of  services  for 
the  very  young  handicapped  child  and  his  family  with  limited 
nursery  facilities  for  meeting  the  needs  of  the  individual. 
Suggestions  have  been  put  forward  for  a  nursery  unit  for 
handicapped  children  where  Health,  Social  Services  and 
Education  Departments  can  combine  to  meet  this  need. 


Family  Planning 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Governors  of  the  Hatfield 
Polytechnic  approved  a  recommendation  from  Dr.  Haggart, 
medical  officer  of  the  Polytechnic  that  a  family  planning 
clinic  be  held  at  the  halls  of  residence  open  to  staff  and 
students,  the  service  being  provided  by  the  local  branch 
of  the  Family  Planning  Association . 


The  Mid  Herts  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee 
approved  the  setting  up  of  a  vasectomy  clinic  by  the  local 
branch  of  *he  Family  Planning  Association  at  the  Mid  Herts 
Wing  of  the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital  and  it  is  proposed 
that  this  clinic  for  the  time  being  accept  referrals  from 
Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Hospital  assumed  responsibility  for  the  staffing  of  the 
family  planning  arrangements  at  the  hospital,  under  the 
medical  direction  of  Dr.  Last. 

1972  was  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  Family  Planning 
Service  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  at  the  Annual  General 
Meeting  of  the  Association  tributes  were  paid  to  the  past 
committee  members,  doctors  and  nurses  who  had  pioneered 
the  service  in  the  early  days  of  the  movement  and  had 
supported  the  work  of  the  clinics  over  long  periods. 

Special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  prominent  part  played 
by  the  late  Mrs.  G0  Bowmer  the  retiring  chairman  who 
continued  to  give  enthusiastic  support  and  guidance  over  so 
many  years  in  spite  of  increasing  ill  health  and  disabilities. 
It  was  largely  due  to  her  untiring  efforts  that  the  staff  of 
the  Welwyn  Garden  City  clinics  were  able  to  give  such  a  high 
standard  of  service  to  all  seeking  family  planning  advice 
with  the  fullest  cooperation  between  the  work  of  the  clinics 
and  the  community  health  and  social  services. 

The  clinic  sessions  at  Potters  Bar  and  Hatfield  provided 
by  the  local  branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  have 
reported  an  active  year. 

Welwyn  Garden  City:  Busy  clinic  sessions  are  held  at  the 

following  centres o- 

Gooseacre  Health  Centre  -  Mondays  7  =  8.30  p.m. 

Thursdays  1.30  -  3°00  p.m. 

Viaduct  Health  Centre  -  Wednesdays  7°30  -  8.30  p.m. 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  -  Monday  p.m.  post  natal 
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6  o  Family  PlanrJ Jxr&x ^emenis  ( Continued ) 

Kat field  and  Pjjtrgrs  JEiars  The  local  branch  of  the  Family 
Planning  Association  holds  the  following  sessions  where 
women  are  seen  by  appointment  s 


Queensway  Health  Centre,  Hatfield 


Mondays 

n 

(  *** 

8o30 

p0m 

Tuesdays 

n 

1  ** 

8o30 

p0m 

Wednesdays 

t  - 

8o30 

T)0m 

Fridays 

9-30  -  V 

;o30 

o 


Cranborne  Health  Centre,  Potters  Bar 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays  -  7  -  8  =>30  P<>m0 
Friday  9 <>30  -  11  a0m0 


The  Elms  Clinic,  Potters  Bar 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  7  -  8-30  pom0 

7  o  Marriage  Guidance 

The  year  saw  further  developments  in  both  marriage 
counselling  and  edu  1c  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  0 

Counselling  services  are  provided  in  the  following 

centres  s~ 


Gooseaere  Health  Centre,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 

Monday  evenings 

Parkway  Health  Centre,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 

Wednesday,  Thursday  &  Friday  afternoons 
Wednesday  evening  &  Thursday  morning 

Queensway  Health  Centre,  Hatfield, 

Tuesday  evenings 0 

In  January  an  Ansaphone  was  provided  for  the 
appointments  secretary  which  has  proved  to  be  of  great 
help  to  clients  and  Counsellors 0  The  number  of  new 
clients  attending  daring  the  year  was  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  the  total  number  of  interviews  remained 
almost  constant o 

Education  work  in  schools  and  colleges  has  continued 
to  expand  under  the  energetic  leadership  of  Mrs0  Vaughan 
who  has  retired  from  the  post  of  education  secretary  after 
five  years o  In  future  it  is  likely  that  there  will  be 
less  emphasis  placed  on  direct  work  with  groups  of  school 
children  while  more  attention  is  given  to  the  training  of 
teachers  to  fulfil  a  counselling  function  within  the  schools « 
The  educational  work  is  now  sufficiently  well  established 
to  enable  experienced  counsellors  to  be  available  in  many 
new  situations  eega  discussions  with  groups  of  school  leaders 
and  with  teachers  anxious  to  make  the  extra,  school  year 
really  relevant  for  the  final  year  pupils » 

Two  counsellors  retired  during  the  year  but  six  new 
Counsellors  were  selected  for  training e  Tae  smooth 
running  of  the  counselling  service  also  depends  greatly 
upon  the  loyal  support  of  the  17  receptionists  and  those 
who  assist  with  the  library  and  secretarial  wcrko 
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8 ,  Sexually  Transmitted  Diseases 


No  reliable  assessment  is  possible  of  the  incidence 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  due 
to  a  lack  of  complete  information  on  the  total  number  of 
cases  diagnosed*  The  quarterly  returns  received  from 
the  special  treatment  centres  in  Hertfordshire  provide 
details  of  the  number  of  cases  diagnosed  locally  to  which 
must  be  added  an  unknown  number  who  attend  centres  in 


London  and 

the  surrounding 

counties* 

The  returns  from  the  treatment  centres  at  St*  Albans, 
Hitchln  and  Luton  provide  the  following  information  on  the 
incidence  of  these  diseases  among  persons  residing  in 

Mid  Hertfordshire* 

WELWYN 

DIVISION 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other  sexually 
transmitted  diseases 

1969 

c_» 

13 

88 

1970 

1 

22 

10? 

1971 

C3 

24 

131 

1972 

O 

1? 

131 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  mount  a  major  educational 
campaign  locally  in  the  absence  of  any  definite  data  to  prove 
that  the  incidence  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases  in 
Mid  Hertfordshire  is  as  high  as  the  national  rate*  It  is 
however  generally  accepted  that  gonorrhoea  and  non  specific 
urethritis  which  often  responds  less  readily  to  antibiotic 
treatment  are  increasing  and  a  cause  for  concern,  particularly 
among  adolescents  who  are  too  often  unaware  of  the  risks 
involved  in  casual  sexual  relationships*  Senior  pupils  at 
Secondary  schools  and  Colleges  receive  some  guidance  on  this 
but  there  is  a  need  to  introduce  more  effective  publicity 
for  the  age  group  18  24  which  has  the  highest  incidence* 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  Dr*  G*  Ewart  Cree,  the 
Consultant  Venereologist  at  the  treatment  centres  in  Hertfordshire 
parti cularly  for  the  tracing  and  visiting  of  contacts  in  this 
area* 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Health  Department 
VITAL  STATISTICS  -  1972 


Hertfordshire 

England 
and  Wales 

Live  Birth  Rate 

14,3 

14,8 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

Go  98 

1,00 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

14,0 

l4,8 

Still  Birth  Rate 

11 08 

12,0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

13-4 

17,2 

Legitimate 

1-2  08 

16,9 

Illegitimate 

22  ,4 

21  ol 

Neo-Natal.  Mortality  Rate 

9<>1 

11,5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Rate 

8,0 

9-8 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

19.6 

21,7 

Maoernal  Mortality  Rate 

0,0 

0,15 

Death  Rate 

9o5 

12,1 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1,11 

1 ,00 

Standardised  Dearth  Rate 

10,5 

12,1 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

OeOI 

0 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  Death 

Rate 

1-33 

ca 

Heart  Disease  Death  Rate 

2oSg 

- 

Respiratory  Disease  Death 

Rate 

1,43 

a 

89 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  -  DAIS  AND  TIMES 


GOOSEACRE  HEALTH  CENTRE 
Cole  Green  Lane, 

Welwyn  Garden  City 

(Monday,  Tuesday  and  Friday 
2-4  p.m.) 

PARKWAY  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Parkway, 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 

(Wednesday  and  Thursday  2  -  4  p.m.) 

PANSHANGER  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Panshanger  J.M.I.  School, 

Daniells , 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 

(Monday  2-4  p0m0) 

VIADUCT  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Sewells, 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 

(Tuesday  and  Wednesday  2-4  p.m.) 

WELWYN  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 

Civic  Centre, 

Prospect  Place, 

Welwyn. 

(Thursday  2-4  p.m.) 

QUEENSWAY  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Queens way, 

Hatfield. 

(Tuesday,  Wednesday  2-4  p.m. 
(Thursday  9«30  -  11.30  a.m.) 

HILLTOP  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Bishop* s  Rise, 

Hatfield. 

(Friday  9*30  -  11.30  a.m.  and 
2-4  p.m.) 


NORTH  MIMMS  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Memorial  Hall, 

Station  Road, 

North  Mymmso 

(Thursday  2-4  p.m. 

ESSENDON  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Village  Hall, 

Essendon. 

(Thursday  2nd  and  4th  in  month. 

2-4  p.m.) 

3R00KMANS  PARK  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
United  Reformed  Church  Hall, 

Brookmans  Park, 

Hat field. 

(Friday  2nd  and  4th  in  month, 

10  -  12 

CUFFLEY  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 

*  Undercroft 9 , 

St.  Andrew’s  Church  Hall, 

Cuff ley. 

(Wednesday  2  -  4  p.m.) 

THE  ELMS  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

High  Street, 

Potters  Bar. 

(Monday  and  Wednesday  2  -  4  p.m.) 

CRANBORNE  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Mutton  Lane, 

Potters  Bar. 

(Tuesday  2-4  p.m.) 
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